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pectecl  to  be  large  compared  with  recent  years,  unless  unfavorable 
weather  conditions  interfere  with  production.     Ho  shortage's  of  any 
important  foods  are  expected  and  in  a  number  of  instances  larger  sup- 
plies than  a  year  ago  are  expected.    The  most  significant  change  from 

1940  is  in  pork ,  where  a  marked,  reduction  in  supplies  is  expected. 
Some  increase  in  the  average  food  price  level  may  occur  during  1941 
despite  this  supply  outlook,  because  of  increased  consumer  incomes. 

Heef  supplies  in  1941  probably  '-.'ill  be  slightly  larger  than 
last  year  out  trices  are  expected  to  be  higher.    If  this  increase  in 
supply  materializes  the  total  and  per  capita  beef  supply  during  1941 
will  be  one  of  the  largest  of  the  past  15  years.    Most  of  the  price 
increase  over  1940  levels  is  expected  to  occur  during  the  first  half 
of  the  year.     3eef  prices  during  the  last  half  of  1941  may  not  dif- 
fer much  from  those  of  a  year  earlier.    Price  increases  in  Good  and 
Choice  beef  are  expected  to  be  larger  than  those  in  lover  grade  beef. 
Thus  far,  in  fact,  beef  cattle  in  the  lover  grades  have  advanced  in 
price  only  slightly  above  prices  of  the  last  two  years. 

ro rk  supplies  daring  1941  are  expected  to  be  much  less  plen- 
tiful than  in  1940  and  higher  prices  are  in  prospect.     Supplies  are 
expected  to  be  larger  than  in  5  of  the  past  7  years  when  drought 
took  effect.     However,  they  are  expected  to  be  lover  on  a  per  capita 
basis  than  any  year  since  1900,  except  1934-38  and  possibly  1917. 
Last  year  pore  production  reached  record  levels  and  prices  were  rel- 
atively low.     At  the  same  time  the  price  of  corn  vent  up.    As  a  result 
farmers  curtailed  hog  raising  operations  by  aboiit  10  percent,  and, 
for  the  same  reason,  marketed  their  supply  early,  shipping  to  market 
30  percent  more  hogs  than  a  "ear  ago  from  October  to  December  1940,  the 
first  q\iarter  of  the  hog  marketing  year.     Consequently  supplies  during 
the  remainder  of  the  hog  marketing  year  (January  to  September)  may 
be  about  15  to  20  percent  smaller  than  the  same  period  last  year. 
The  exact  amount  of  pork  to  be  available  from  October  to  December 

1941  is  still  uncertain,  depending  upon  the  size  of  this  year's  spring 
pig  crop.     If  farmers  follov  through  with  their  present  plans,  sup- 
plies during  the  last  quarter  of  1941  will  also  be  much  smaller  than 

a  year  earlier.    As  indicated  in  previous  issues  of  the  Market  Service, 
pork  prices  from  January  through  March  not  only  a,re  expected  to  be 
higher  than  a  year  ago,  but  also  a  larger  than  usual  seasonal  price 
increase  is  in  prospect  because  of  unusually  early  marketings  of  pigs 
last  fall. 

To  material  change  in  lamb  supplies  is  expected  in  1941  but 
prices  may  be  higher  than  a  year  ago.    Outlook  for  the  first  4  months 
of  1941,  when  supplies  consist  mainly  of  grain-fed  lambs,  is  for  a 
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slight  increase  over  last  year.     Supplies  during  the  remainder  of  the 
year  will  depend  partly  upon  the  size  of  the  1941 ; lamb-  crop  on  which 
no  information  is  available  at  present.     Burins:  the  past  10  years 
there  has  "been  little  year  to  year  change  in  the  lamb  crop. 

Poultry  and  egg  supplies  during  the;  first  half  .of  1941  will  be 
slightly  smaller  than  a  year  earlier.     .During  the  last  half  of  1941 
egg  supplies  are  expected  to  continue  below  their  1940  levels  but 
poultry  supplies  probably  will  be  larger.     Consequently  egg  supplies 
for  the  year  will  be  smaller  than  in  1940.    Whether  or  not  poultry 
supplies  will  be  larger  or  smaller  than  in  1940  will  depend  upon  the 
extent  of  the  increase  during  the  last  half  of  the  year. 

Fruit  outlook  for  the  first  half  of  1941  is  for  less  pears , 
slightly  more  apples ,  bat  more  citrus  ( grane fruit ,  oranges ,  tangerines 
and  lemons)  than  a  year  ago.     The  1940  apple  crop  was  smaller  than  that 
of  the  previous  year.    However,  commercial  storage  holdings  from  this 
crop,  source  of  marketings  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  are 
about  8  percent  larger  than  a  year  ago  and  the  largest  since  1937. 
Hence  larger  supplies  are  expected.     Larger  citrus  supplies  are  the 
result  of  record  or  close  to  record  size  crops.     Current  orange  and 
grapefruit  crops  are  not  as  large  as  appeared  probable  earlier  because 
of  unfavorable  weather  conditions  the  past  two  months.     The  extent  of 
damage  in  recent  weeks  is  not  known  yet.    Unless  this  damage  was 
exceptionally  heavy  the  citrus  crops  still  will  be  relatively  large. 
Tecause  of  marketing  programs  operating  in  California  and  Florida,  not 
all  of  this  year's  large  citrus  production  will  move  to  market.  The 
extent  of  the  increase  in  supplies  over  recent  years  will  depend  upon 
marketing  programs  followed  by  citrus  growers.    However,  it  appears 
probable  that  supplies  marketed  during  the  first  half  of  this  year 
will  be  considerably  larger  than  a  year  ago,  although  to  date  Jlorida 
shipments  have  been  20  percent  less  than  last  year.     Citrus  prices 
Xorobably  won't  be  as  high  as  in  the  first  half  of  1940,  when  marketings 
were  curtailed  because  of  freeze  damage. 

Dai ry  production  during  the  first  half  of  1941  probably  will  be 
larger  than  a  year  ago  unless  pasture  conditions  are  unfavorable. 
Prices,  however,  may  be  higher.     The  number  of  cows  during  1941  is 
expected  to  be  larger  than  last  year  and  we  have  the  ability  to  produce 
more  mi lk  if  we  have  proper  feed  supplies. 

Vegetable  supplies  during  the  first  half  of  1941  probably  will  be 
larger  than  in  1940  unless  weather  conditions  are  unfavorable.  Trices 
probably  will  average  lower  than  during  the  same  period  a  year  ago, 
particularly  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.     Last  year  vegetable 
supplies  were  relatively  small  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year 
because  of  a  cold  wave  which  severely  damaged  crops  in  the  winter 
producing  areas.    Hove  pot atoes ,  less  sv/estpotatoes ,  more  tender 
vegetables ,  and  more  onions  than  a  year  ago  are  expected. 
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Considerably  larger  quantities  of  fresh  vegetables  and  much  smaller 
supplies  of  pork  than  during  the  first  quarter  of  1940  are  the  two  out- 
standing items  in  the  food  picture  for  early  1941. 

Most  vegetables  probably  will  be  more  plentiful  and  cheaper  than  in 
the  first  quarter  of  1940  unless  we  get  unfavorable  growing  conditions. 
Largest  increases  in  supplies  over  a  year  ago  are  expected  in  snap  beans, 
tomatoes ,  eggplant,  peppers  ,  new  -potatoes ,  and  beets .     These  vegetables 
were  relatively  scarce  last  year  when  unfavorable  weather  curtailed  pro- 
duction in  the  Southern  states  from  which  we  obtain  much  of  our  winter  sup- 
plies.   Only  vegetable  which  seems  likely  to  be  much  less  plentiful  than  a 
year  ago  is  sweetpota.toes.    However,  supplies  of  old  potatoes  during  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year  are  expected  to  be  about  10  percent  larger  than 
a  year  ago. 

The  pork  picture  has  not  changed  in  recent  weeks  and  supplies  still 
are  expected  to  be  from  20  to  50  percent  smaller  than  the  large  supplies 
available  during  the  first  4  months  of  1940.    Pork  probably  will  be  much 
less  plentiful  than  it  was  in  the  same  period  in  years  prior  to  1934,  but 
it  won't  differ  much  from  the  amounts  available  from  1956  to  1939,  when 
drought  curtailed  production.    Usually  retail  pork  prices  advance  during 
the  first  4  months  of  the  year,  but  in  view  of  the  smaller  supply,  a 
larger  than  usual  increase  is  expected  this  year.     Hog  prices  already  have 
moved  up  sharply. 

Better  grade  beef  is  expected  to  become  more  plentiful  as  the  year 
progresses.     Total  suppli  s  through  the  late  summer  are  expected  to  be 
larger  than  a  year  ago  in  view  of  the  larger  number  of  cattle  on  feed  on 
January  1.    However,  most  of  this  increase  in  supply  over  a  year  ago  is 
expected  to  come  in  the  late  spring  and  summer.     Consequently,  in  the  next 
few  months  better  grade  beef  supplies  may  not  differ  much  from  a  year  ago. 
The  price  outlook  is  for  better  grade  beef  to  decline  less  than  usual 
during  the  next  few  months  and  for  lower  grade  beef  to  advance  in  price. 
Beef  is  expected  to  cost  more  than  a  year  ago,  particularly  better  grades. 

Strawberries  are  expected  to  be  much  less  plentiful  than  during  the 
first  quarter  of  1940.     From  January  through  March  supplies  come  primarily 
from  Florida.     The  early  Florida  crop  is  about  one-third  smaller  than  a 
year  ago  and  the  smallest  since  1928.    Marketings  of  strawberries  generally 
are  relatively  small  during  the  first  two  months  of  the  year. 
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Unusually  large  "butter  production  for  this  time  of  the  year  has 
"been  a  major  factor  "behind  the  6  cent  a  pound  wholesale  price  decline 
since  mid-December.    Wholesale  "butter  prices  now  are  "back  to  their  level 
of  early  October  1940,  and  are  also  lower  than  a  year  ago.    Daring  the  next 
few  months,  butter  production  is  expected  to  continue  larger  than  a  year 
ago.    Prices  in  January  probably  will  continue  below  1940  levels,  since 
last  January  prices  went  up  as  the  result  of  a  cold  wave.    Some  further 
reduction  in  butter  prices  is  in  prospect  during  the  remainder  of  the 
first  half  of  this  year,  but  butter  probably  will  be  more  expensive  than 
last  year,  after  the  end  of  this  month. 

Egg  production  has  finally  dropped  below  its  level  of  a  year  ago 
and  the  outlook  is  for  supplies  to  continue  smaller  than  a  year  ago  during 
most  of  1941.     Supplies,  however,   are  expected  to  move  up  monthly  through 
April,  when  egg  production  generally  reaches  its  high  point  for  the  year. 
While  the  trend  in  egg  prices  should  be  downward  from  now  to  April,  prices 
might  move  up  temporarily  in  January  if  we  have  a  period  of  very  cold 
weather. 

Poultry  prices  ordinarily  start  moving  up  in  January,  bat  this  year 
the  trend  appears  to  have  commenced  about  a  month  earlier.     Supplies  of 
cold  storage  poultry  on  January  1,  an  important  source  of  marketings  during 
the  first  half  of  the  year,  were  much  larger  than  a  year  ago  and  the  largest 
on  record.    However,  these  increased  quantities  of  cold  storage  poultry 
are  expected  to  be  more  than  offset  by  smaller  marketings  of  fresh  killed 
poultry.    Hence  supplies  in  the  next  5  or  6  months  probably  will  be  smaller 
than  a  year  ago. 

"SURPLUS  A  SRI  CULTURAL  COMMODITIES" 

There  has  been  no  change  recently  in  the  list  of  commodities 
designated  nationally  as  "surplus  commodities"  under  the  Pood  Stamp  Plan. 
On  January  15,  the  following  items  were  included: 

IRISH  POTATOES ,  ONIONS,  CABBAGE; 
APPLES  ,  PEARS,  0EA1TGES ,  GRAPEFRUIT; 
DRIED  PRUNES ,  RAISINS,  DRIED  BEANS- 
BUTTER,  EGGS,  PORK,  LARD; 

CORN  MEAL ,  HOMINY  GRITS,  RICE,  WHEAT  PLOUR, 
WHOLE  WHEAT  (Graham)  FLOUR. 
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Recent  curtailment  of  supplies  of  terder  vegetables  appears 
to  be  temporary,     with  the  return  of  more  favorable  weather  condi- 
tions supplies  are  expected  to  increase  again.     If  conditions  are 
unusually  favorable'  a  marked  increase  in  supplies  may  occur.  Sup- 
plies may  not  be  as  large  as  appeared  probable  earlier,  but  still 
are  expected  to  be  more  plentiful  than  during  the  first  quarter  of 
1940,  when  cold  weather  sharply  curtailed  production.    Reduced  sup- 
plies during  recent  weeks  were  due  to  excessive  rains  and  cold  weather 
in  the  winter  vegetable  producing  areas.    These  unfavorable  weather 
conditions  hampered  picking  operations,  destroyed  some  acreage,  and 
lowered  the  quality  of  vegetables  marketed. 

Meat  supply  outlook  has  not  changed  the  past  two  weeks.  Com- 
pared with  last  February — mors  lamb,  about  the  same  amount  of  beef, 
and  much  less  pork  still  are  expected.    Fork  and  beef  are  not  expected 
to  be  as  plentiful  as  in  January.    Meats  are  expected  to  continue  to  be 
more  expensive  than  a  year  ago. 

Butter  supplies  this  month  are  expected  to  be  larger  than  in 
January  and  also  above  their  February  1940  level.    Wholesale  prices 
have  remained  relatively  stable  since  mid-January,  when  the  Surplus 
Marketing  Administration  commenced  purchasing  butter.     Current  prices 
are  2  cents  a  pound  lox^er  than  a  year  ago,  and  relatively  low  for  this 
time  of  the  year. 

Potatoes  probably  will  be  more  plentiful  than  they  vrere  during 
the  first  half  of  1940.    Larger  supplies  of  both  old  and  new  potatoes 
are  expected.    During  this  period  prices  of  old  potatoes  generally 
advance,  whereas  those  of  new  potatoes  decline.     In  view  of  the  cur- 
rent relatively  large  supplies  of  old  potatoes,  the  seasonal  increase 
this  year  may  be  less  than  usual. 


than  a  year  ago,  also  are  in  pros- 
first  half  of  1941.    A  slight  increase  is  expected 


Larger  quantities  of  onions 
pect  throughout  the 
in  February  and  March,  when  supplies  consist  principally  of  stored 
onions  remaining  from  the  1940  late  onion  crop,    a  marked  increase  is 
expected  from  April  to  June,  when,  the  bulk  of  marketings  are  Texas 
Bermuda  onions.    Onion  prices  generally  advance  until  the  Texas  crop 
starts  moving  to  market  volume. 
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Cabbage  may  not  be  as  plentiful  as  it  was  last  February  and 
March.    Prior  to  the  recent  rains,  the  crop  for  marketing  during  this 
period  was  expected  to  be  10 ■ -percent  smaller.    Unfavorable ■  weather  . 
has  curtailed  production  further,  and  also  "Towered' the" Quality  of  cab- 
bage available  for  shipment. 

Appl e s  may  continue  more  expensive  than  a  year  ago,  during  the 
next  few  months,  even  through  they  will  be  more  plentiful.    Ihe  effect 
of  larger  supplies  on  prices  is  expected  to  be  more  than  offset  by 
higher  consumer  incomes  and  government  purchases  for  relief  purposes. 
Generally  apple  prices  go  up  during  the  first  half  of  the  year.  To 
unusually  large  increase  is  expected  this  year. 

More  Granges  and  grapefruit  at  lower  prices  than  a  year  ago  are 
in  prospect  for  the  remaining  winter  and  spring  months.     In  view  of 
these  large  supplies,  the  pric^  advance  which  generally  occurs  during 
the  first  half  of  the  year  probably  will  be  less  than  usual. 

Much  of  the  seasonal  decline  in  egg  prices  which  generally  comes 
between  late  November  and  early  April  appears  to  have  occurred  already. 
Wholesale  and  retail  -prices  of  top  quality  eg?s  at  NeW  York  have  de- 
clined about  13.5  cents  a  dozen  since  the  last  week  in  November.  Cur- 
rent retail  -prices  of  both  tor-  and  average  duality  eggs  in  Few  York 
are  only  2  to  3  cents  a  dozen  above  their  April  1940  low  point.  Ygg 
prices  this  year  may  not  drop  as  low  as  in  1940,  in  view  of  the  smaller 
supplies  in  prospect. 

Larger  supplies  of  broiling  chickens,  than  last  winter  are  ex- 
pected.    Storage  stocks  are  about  the  same  as  last  year,  but  a  marked 
increase  in  fresh  killed  supplies  is  expected,     /'inter  broilers  ordi- 
narily cost  mere  than  those  produced  in  the  spring  and  early  summer, 
when  prices  generally  are  at  their  low  point. 

Latest  check  shows  that  total  canned  vegetable  supplies  at  the 
start  of  the  current  season,  which  began  last  summer,  were  slightly 
(2  percent)  larger  than  last  season,  and  much  (12  percent)  above  average 
(1934-38) .    Total  supplies  remaining  for  the  January-June  1941  period 
are  not  known  because  available  data  cover  only  banners'   stocks.  A 
more  complete  picture  of  the  total  supply  situation  can  be  had  early 
this  month  when  data  on  representative  wholesalers1   stocks  will  be 
available.    Canners1   stocks  of  peas  and  tomatoes  on  January  1  were 
larger  than  last  year  and  above  average.     Stocks  of  corn  were  smaller 
than  a  year  ago  and  below  average.    String  bean  stocks  were  below  a 
year  ago,  but  ab'-.ve  average.    These  comparisons,  however,  do  not  re- 
flect stocks  held  by  others  than  canners. 
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Vegetable  supplies  are  expected  to  "become  more  plentiful 
during  the  next  fev7  weeks  and  to  "be  much  larger  than  they  were  at 
this  time  last  year.     Supplies  rron't  "be  as  "big  as  appeared  probable 
earlier,  becau.se  of  heavy  rains  which  curtailed  production.  The 
damage  due  to  unfavorable  leather,  however,  has  been  materially  less 
than  that  caused  by  last  yearls  freeze.    During  the  next  four  weeks 
all  vegetables  except  celery,  cabbage ,  onions ,  sweetpot ?toes ,  shallots , 
and  Florida  lettuce  are  e;rpected  to  be  more  plentiful  than  a  year 
earlier. 

Meat  supply  outlook  hasn't  changed  during  the  past  t'-'O  weeks. 
Supplies  of  pork  through  March  are  still  expected  to  decline  more 
than  usual  and  to  be  much  smaller  than  a  year  earlier.    Beef  and 
lamb  may  be  a  little  more  plentiful  than  in  February  and  March  1940. 
However,  prices  of  all  meats  probably  will  continue  to  be  higher  than 
last  February. 

Iluch  smaller  cabbage  supplies  than  last  February  and  March 
are  in  prospect.    Unfavorable  weather  conditions  destroyed  about  one- 
fourth  of  the  crop  available  for  marketing  during  this  period.  Re- 
maining supplies  are  about  a  third  less  than  a  year  ago  and  the 
smallest  for  this  time  of  the  year  since  1935,  when  production  was 
extremely  small. 

Heavy  shipments  of  green  peg,s    are  expected  during  the  next 
3  or  4  weeks  from,  California,  major  source  of  supplies  during  this 
period.-    xhe  California  Crpp'  is  the  largest  of  record  and  about 
double  of  that  a  year  ago.    This  increase  will  be  partly  offset  by 
reductions  in  production  in  Florida  and  Texas,  which  ordinarily  market 
some  peas  in  this  period.    Harvesting  in  these  latter  two  States  is 
practically  over  nor:,  due  to  unfavorable  weather. 

Relatively  large  supplies  of  both  old  and  new  potatoes  still 
are  in  prospect  for  the  remainder  of  the  first  half  of  this  year. 
The  increase  in  supplies  of  old  potatoes  over  1940  levels,  however, 
will  be  less  than  appeared  probable  earlier,  because  of  programs 
inaugurated  by  the  Surplus  Marketing  Administration  to  divert  some 
western  and  Maine  old  potatoes  to  livestock  feed  and  starch  production. 
Despite  this  diversion  program,  potatoes  probably  "ill  continue  to 
be  cheaper  than  a  year  ago,  and  will  advance  only  slightly  the  next 
few  months. 
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Pice  supplies  may  not  "be  as  big  as  the  relatively  large 
supplies  available  during  the  first  half  of  1340.    Unlike  most  other 
agricultural  products,  rice  exports  have  increased  since  the  outbreak 
of  rrax  *     This  increa.se  ha,s  been  due  mainly  to  larger  exports  to 
Cuba,  ^.hich  is  buying  American  instead  of  Oriental  rice,    "hole sale 
prices  have  advanced  recently  and  are  higher  than  last  year. 

Fruit  outlook  has  not  changed  recently  and  it  still  appears 
that  citrus  (orange,  grapefruit  and  lemons)  and  a-pples  will  be  more 
plentiful  than  they  were  last  winter  and  spring.    Larger  supplies 
of  both  Florida  and  California  oranges  are  in  prospect.    'The  increase 
in  California  supplies  over  last  year's  level,  however,  may  be  larger 
than  that  in  Florida  oranges.    Oranges  and  grapefruit  probably  will  be 
cheaper  than  they  were  last  spring,  with  price  reductions  more_pro- 
nounced  in  grapefruit  than  in  oranges. 

Strawberry  supplies  through  early  I.Iarch  are  expected  to  continue 
to  be  much  smaller  than  they  were  last  year,    ^.fter  the  early  part 
of  April,  however,  supplies  may  be  much  larger  than  in  1940.  Straw- 
berries ordinarily  are  not  marketed  in  volume  until  late  March. 

Fgg  production  to  date  has  been  larger  than  a  year  ago,  but 
the  outlook  is  for  smaller  supplies  than  in  1940  throughout  the 
remainder  of  the  year.     Supplies  are  ejected  to  increase  seasonally 
through  April.    However,  the  price  decline  during  this  period  may 
be  less  than  usual,  because  most  of  the  seasonal  reduction  a -pears 
to  have  occurred  already.    On  January  31,  the  Surplus  Market in g  Admin- 
istration began  buying  eggs  for  distribution  to  relief  clients. 
This  program  was  undertaken  because  recent  sharp  price  declines 
have  resulted  in  relatively  low  prices  for  this  time  of  the  year. 

Milk  production  on  February  1  was  considerably  larger  than 
last  year  and  the  largest  of  record  for  the  date.     In  view  of  pros- 
pects for  continued  heavy  milk  production  in  the  next  few  months 
supplies  of  dairy  products  probably  will  increase  and  be  larger  than 
last  v'inter  and  spring.    Butter  prices,  however,  may  be  slightly  above 
ii^-r  H§K§5  StfV&J  WSS^e  4fe£-  in'^^'SSe  "'la.  ^GA^el  Income's  ia-pioSpect 
is  expected  to  more  than  offset  the  effect  of  larger  supplies  on  price. 
In  the  first  half  of  Febroary,  the  Surplus  Marketing  Administration 
continued  to  buy  butter  for  distribution  to  relief  clients.  These 
purchases,  like  those  in  eggs,  "ere  based  on-  the  relatively  low 
prices  for  this  time  of  the  year. 

"SURPLUS  AGFJ  CULTURAL  COM  OF I TIF S" 

Cabbage  has  been  dropped  from  the  list  of  commodities  designated 
nationally  as  "surplus  commodities"  under  the  Food  Stamp  Plan.  On 
February  15,  the  following  items  were  included: 

IRISH  POTATOES,  ONIONS; 
APPLES,  PEARS,  OCUffGBS,  GEAP32RUIT; 
EELIED  PRUNES,  Full  SINS,  BP.I3D  BEANS; 
BUTTER,  EGOS,  POPS,  LARD; 

COM  K3AL,  HOMINY  GRITS ,  PICE,  T7H3AT  FLOUR, 
'."HOLS  WHEAT  (Graham)  FLOUR. 
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Unusual  weather  conditions  the  past  two  months  resulted  in  sup- 
plies of  eggs ,  butter,  and  vegetables  materially  different  from 
those  forecast  for  this  period  in  earlier  issues  of  the  Market  Ser- 
vice. Barring  continuation  of  these  unusual  weather  conditions,  the 
outlook  for  the  remainder  of  the  first  half  of  the  year  still  is  for 
less  eggs,  more  vegetables,  and  slightly  more  butter  than  last  year. 
During  March,  these  three  foods  also  are  expected  to  be  more  plenti- 
ful, and  lower  in  price,  than  in  February. 

Mild  weather  in  the  principal  butter  and  egg  producing  areas  in 
January  and  February  was  responsible  for  considerably  larger  supplies 
than  last  year,  whereas  the  outlook  (based  on  average  weather  conditions) 
had  been  for  less  eggs  and  only  slightly  more  butter.    Prices  of  butter 
and  eggs  declined  but  they  did  not  fully  reflect  the  effect  of  the 
marked  increase  in  supplies  because  the  Surplus  Marketing  Administration 
purchased  some  of  these  unusually  large  supplies.     Heavy  rains  and  cold 
weather  in  winter  vegetable  producing  areas,  on  the  other  hand,  offset 
partly  a  much  larger  acreage  and  the  marked  increase  in  sur/plies  expected 
did  not  materialize.     Some  vegetable  prices  advanced  materially  as 
wet  weather  curtailed  supplies,  hindered  harvesting,  and  lowered 
quality.    Ordinarily  prices  decline  seasonally. 

Pork  and  poultry  probably  won't  be  as  plentiful  this  month 
as  in  February.     However,  a  little  more  beef  and  lamb  than  a  month 
ago  is  expected.     Compared  with  last  year  the  outlook  is  for  much 
less  pork,  slightly  less  poultry,  slightly  more  beef  and  lamb. 
Prices  of  all  meats  are  expected  to  continue  higher  than  in  1940 
during  the  next  few  months. 


Asparagus  season  opened  in  mid-February,  a  little  earlier  than 
usual,  and  marked  increases  in  supplies  are  expected  in  the  next  few 
months.    Earliest  shipments  generally  come  primarily  from  California, 
which  ord.  narily  markets  most  of  its  grass  in  April.    Peak  movement 
from  California  may  be  a  little  early  this  year,  in  view  of  the 
earlier  start.    Lowest  asparagus  prices  of  the  season  in  Mid-Western 
and  Eastern  markets  usually  are  not  reached  until  May  when  supplies 
come  from  producing  areas  located  closer  to  consuming  centers. 
Since  more  than  half  of  the  California  crop  is  used  for  canning,  it 
is  not  possible  to  determine  how  supplies  for  shipment  in  fresh 
form  will  compare  with  those  a  year  ago.    Total  acreage  planted  to 
asparagus  in  California  is  slightly  smaller  than  last  year's  acreage. 
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More  new  potatoes ,  about  the  same  amount  of  old  potatoes,  "but  less 
sweetpotatoes  than  during  February  are  expected  this  month.     Supplies  of 
sweets  probably  will  be  much  smaller  than  last  year,  but  hew  potatoes 
should  be  more  plentiful.    Outlook  for  old  potatoes  is  somewhat  uncertain 
and  ..will  depend  upon  the  amount,  of  potatoes  diverted  to  starch  and  live-., 
stock  feed  under  programs  inaugurated'  recently. by  the  Surplus  marketing 
Administration.     If  diversion^ reaches ""the ■■maximum"  amount  specified 
under  these  programs,  supplies  the  next  few  months  may  not  differ  much 
from  a  year  ago.     In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  program  started  late 
during  the  old  potato  season  ,  diversions  may  not  reach  this  maximum 
figure.    The  diversion  program  has  resulted  in  higher  prices  than 
appeared  likely  earlier  this  year,  but  potato  prices  still  are  rela- 
tively low  for  this  time  of  the  year. 

Tomatoes  should  be  more  plentiful  and  better  in  quality  this  month, 
unless  weather  conditions  are  unfavorable.     Supplies  will  be  much  larger 
than  a  year  ago  but  they  may  be  below  average  levels  for  March.  Pro- 
duction in  South  Florida,  major  source  of  domestic  tomatoes  in  I-arch, 
is  much  larger  than  the  freeze -damaged  crop  of  a  year  ago,  but  is  not 
quite  as  big  as  the  average  for  the  10  preceding  years.    During  March 
domestic  tomato  supplies  usually  are  augmented  by  imports  from  Cuba 
and  Mexico . 

Texas  spinach  is  moving  to  market  in  volume  and  March  sunplies 
probably  won't  differ  much  from  those  in  February.    On  the  average, 
Texas  produces  about  one-half  the  total  annual  amount  of  spinach 
grown  in  commercial  areas.     February  and  March  ordinarily  are  the 
months  of  heaviest  Texas  shipments.    This  year's  Texas  crop  isn't 
quite  as  big  as  last  year's,  but  marketings  to  date  have  been  much 
in  excess  of  those  in  1940. 

Strawberry  marketings  are  eroected  to  increase  throughout  March, 
but  no  substantial  increase  in  supplies  is  expected  until  late  in 
March  or  early  April.    At  that  time  Louisiana,  the  largest  single 
strawberry  producing  state,  should  be  marketing  large  quantities  of 
berries.     Shipments  from  Louisiana  are  expected  to  begin  about  the 
10th  of  March.     Supplies  during  the  next  two  weeks  Will  come  primarily 
from  Florida,  where  a  crop  much  smaller  than  last  year  is  in  prospect. 

Apples  probably  won't  be  as  plentiful  in  March  as  they  were  last 
month,  but  they  will  be  more  plentiful  than  last  year.     Current  sup- 
plies are  coming  from  storage  warehouses,  and  stocks  are  declining, 
seasonally.    While  wholesale  apple  prices  in  general  have  been  higher 
than  last  year,  prices  of  many  of  the  varieties  usually  exported  in 
volume,  such  as  Jonathans  and  V/inesaps,  have  been  lower  than  a  year 
ago . 

A  slight  increase  in  orange  and  grapefruit  supplies  over  February 
levels  is  in  prospect  for  March.    Citrus  fruits  will  be  much  mere 
plentiful  than,  last  March. 
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Relatively  small  supplies  of  snap  "beans,   lima  beans,  tomatoes , 
and  green  peppers  are  in  prospect  for  the  next  4  weeks.     The  seasonal 
increase  in  marketings  of  these  products  expected  earlier  probably 
will  not  materialize  because  of  unfavorable  growing  conditions  in 
States  shipping  these  vegetables  at  this  period  of  the  year.  Cabbage 
and  celery  supplies  also  will  be  below  earlier  expectations  because  of 
weather.     However,  even  though  supplies  will  be  smaller  than  last 
year  some  increase  in  marketings  is  expected  in  the  next  few  weeks. 
The  weather  did  not  materially  affect  beets ,  carrots ,  spinach,  and 
lettuce.     Supplies  of  these  vegetables  most  likely  will  increase  in 
the  next  few  weeks  and  be  more  plentiful  than  a  year  ago. 


Pork  storage  stocks  are  much  larger  than  they  were  last  year 
but  are  not  unusually  large  for  this  time  of  the  year.  However, 
the  outlook  still  is  that  pork  will  be  much  less  plentiful  and 
higher  in  price  than  from  March  to  October  1940.     Hog  slaughter 
during  this  period  probably  will  be  15  percent  under  a  year  ago. 
Only  a  very  small  part  of  this  decrease  will  be  offset  by  the  lar- 
ger storage  stocks.     Supplies  in  the  next  4  weeks  are  expected  to  be 
smaller  than  they  have  been  the  past  month.     While  prices  have  de- 
clined recently,  the  outlook  is  for  an  upward  adjustment  before  the 
end  of  September. 

Beef  is  expected  to  continue  more  expensive  than  last  year, 
desoite  recent  reductions  in  wholesale  prices  and  slight  reductions 
in  retail  beef  prices.     Since  mid-January,  good,  choice,  and  prime 
cattle  prices  at  Chicago  have  dropped  31.50  a  hundred  pounds.  This 
decline  conceled  all  the  upswing  from  late  September  to  mid-January. 
Hox^ever,  better  grade  cattle  prices  still  were  $1.25  a  hundred  above 
last  year.     The  price  declines  occurred  notwithstanding  weekly  reduc- 
tions in  marketings.     Part  of  this  reduction  was  seasonal,  but  in 
early  March  cattle  producers  held  back  marketing  to  check  the  price 
declines.     Beef  supplies  during  the  next  month  probably  will  be 
slightly  larger  than  in  the  past  4  weeks  and  in  the  same  period  a 
year  ago . 

Tomato  supplies  probably  will  be  relatively  small  during  the  re- 
mainder -of  March  and  April.    Production  in  south  Florida,  major  source 
of  domestic  tomatoes  at  this  time  of  the  year,  is  only  half  the  average 
production  for  this  State.     The  crop  is  slightly  smaller  than  the  very 
limited  crop  of  last  year.     Frost  in  early  March  destroyed  much  of 
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the  south  Florida  crop  and  offset  the  effect  of  a  larger  acreage. 
[Tomato  supplies  are  expected  to  increase  after  the  end  of  April,  hut  . 
it  may  he  June  "before  supplies  are  plentiful.  - 

"•"Asparagus  supplies  have  been  smaller  th^n  expected  because  wet 
weather  delayed  harvesting  in  California,  major  source  of  March  and 
April  marketings.     Unless  wet  weather  continues  supplies  are  expected 
to  increase  materially  in  the  next  few  weeks.     Larger  California 
marketings  will  be  augmented  by  shipments  from  Georgia  and  South  Carolina. 
The  California  crop  for  marketing  in  fresh  form  and  canning  is  a  little 
smaller  than  that  a  year  ago.    However,  in  the  other  two  States  slightly 
larger  crops  are  expected. 

No  material  increase  in  strawberry  supplies  is  expected  until 
April,  when  the  outlook  is  for  much  more  berries  than  last  year.  During 
the  remainder  of  March,   supplies  are  expected  to  be  limited  in  Quantity 
and  considerably  less  than  they  were  a  year  ago.     Strawberries  from 
Louisiana,  the  largest  berry  producing  State,  now  are  not  expected  to 
start  moving  to  market  until  the  end  of  this  month,  with  heaviest  ship- 
ments due  the  end  of  April.    A  frost  in  late  February  delayed  the  start 
of  the  season  several  weeks.     Strawberry  prices  ordinarily  decline  sea- 
sonally from  April  through  the  end  of  May,  or  early  June,  at  which  time 
they  reach  their  season's  low  point. 

Further  seasonal  increases  in  egg  supplies  are  expected  during 
the  remainder  of  March  and  in  April.     Wholesale  prices  appear  to  be 
close  to  their  low  point  for  the  season.      Supplies  during  the  remainder 
of  March  probably  won't  differ  much  from  those  a  year  ago.  However, 
during  the  spring  and  summer  months  the  outlook  is  for  slightly  less 
eggs  at  higher  prices  then  in  the  same  months  of  1940 

Butter  outlook  has  not  changed  in  the  Past  two  weeks  and  supplies 
still  are  expected  to  increase  through  June.     Butter  also  should  con- 
tinue to  be  more  plentiful  than  it  was  a  year  ago,  but  higher  in  price. 
Wholesale  prices  have  remained  practically  unchanged  since  mid- January, 
when  the  Surplus  Marketing  Administration  commenced  its  butter  buying 
operations.     Some  further  seasonal  price  reduction  is  expected  between 
now  and  the  end  of  June. 

Potato  supply  outlook  still  points  to  more  new  and  old  potatoes, 
but  less  sweetpotatoes  than  last  March.    A  slight  increase  in  new  pota- 
to marketings  is  in  prospect  in  the  next  few  weeks,  but  a  marked  in- 
crease may  occur  in  April  if  the  weather  is  favorable.    The  old  potato 
season  has  about  two  more  months  to  run,  and  after  the  beginning  of 
April  marketings  probably  will  decrease.     In  view  of  current  large  old 
potato  supplies,   some  potatoes  are  being  diverted  into  livestock  feed 
and  starch  production.    Diversions  through  earl?''  March,  however,  were 
not  large  enough  to  have  any  appreciable  effect  on  prices. 
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y.egetabjr 5  most  likely  will  "be  more  plentiful  in  the  first  half  of 
April  than  they  were  in  the  previous  two  weeks,  "but  the  increa.se  is  ex- 
pected to  be  less  than  usual.     This  smaller  than  seasonal  increase  traces 
back  to  recent  unfavorable  weather  conditions,  which  reduced  production 
of  many  crops,  and  materially  curtailed  supplies  of  tomatoes,,  snap  beans, 
I -pl-nt,   cucumbers,  gree*?  peppers.,  and  lima  beans.     Supplies  of  these 
latter  tender  vegetables  probably  won't  change  much  during  the  next  two 
weeks,  and  will  be  small  for  this  tine  of  the  year.     However,  the  out- 
look is  for  some  increase  over  March  levels  in  marketings  of  most  other 
vegetables  such  as  asparagus,  cabbage,   spinach,  lettuce,  rhubarb,  and 
radi sfres. 


Asparagus     season  swings  fully  underway  in  April,  when  marketings 
from  California  reach  their  high  point  for  the  season.    Part  of  the 
asparagus  grown  for  market  is  canned  and  it  is  not  possible  to  deter- 
mine how  prospective'  fresh  supplies  will  compare  with  those  in  earlier 
years.     Production  in  states  which  ship  asparagus  between  late  March 
and  early  May  is  slightly  smaller  than  last  year  and  unless  canning 
operations  are  increased,  frssh  supplies  probably  will  differ  little 
from  last  year,     -"-sparagus  season  generally  extends  from  March  through 
July  and  supplies  are  most  plentiful  in  April,  May,  and  June. 

Strawberry    supplies  not  only  are  expected  to  increase  sharply  be- 
tween March  and  April,  but  also  to  be  mtich  more  plentiful  than  they 
were  last  April.     This  is  in  decided  contrast  with  the  supply  situation 
during  March,  when  supplies  were  relatively  small.     Production  in  states 
which  ship  berries  mainly  in  April  is  much  (45$>)  larger  than  a  year  ago 
and  well  above  average.     Strawberry  marketings  ordinarily  increase  from 
now  through  la.te  May  or  early  June,  when  prices  reach  their  low  point 
for  the  season. 

Potato    outlook  remains  the  same  as  it  was  last  month,  namely — more 
white  potatoes,  but  less  sweetpotatoes,  than  last  year.     Supplies  of 
white  potatoes  in  April  probably  will  be  larger  than  in  March,  but 
sweetpotatoes  most  likely  won't  be  quite  as  plentiful.     Season  for  old 
potatoes  generally  ends  in  June  and  marketings  are  decreasing.  Market- 
ings of  new  potatoes,  however,  are  increasing,  and  in  a  month  or  so  new 
potatoes  will  represent  the  bulk  of  market  supplies. 


Egg  production  is  expected  to  reach  its  monthly  peak  for  the  year 
in  April.     Supplies  during  the  month  probably  will  be  about  as  large  as  a 
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year  ago.     The  number  of  laying-  hens  is  smaller  than  last  year,  and  this 
probably  will  just  about  offset  the  effect  of  a  continued  larger  product- 
ion per  hen.     Low  point  in  egg;  prices  appears  to  have  been  reached,  and 
the  trend  in  prices  probably  %dil  be  upward  until  November,  when  prices 
generally  are  at  their  seasonal  peak.     Recent  changes  in  egg  prices,  how- 
ever, have  been  considerably  larger  than  usual- for  this- time  of  the  year. 
"These  "advance's  primarily  reflect  changes  in  demand  for  eggs,  rather  than 
changes  in  supplies.     Current  supplies  have  been  about  as  large  as  anti- 
cipated.    However,  reports  that  eggs  may  be  exported  to  Europe  have  stimu- 
lated trade  demand  for  eggs. 

Butter  -oroduction  has  not  reached  its  -peak  for  the  season,  even 
though  wholesale  prices  have  advanced  materially  in  recent  weeks  to  a 
new  high  level  for  1941.     The  outlook  still  is  for  production  to  increase 
monthly  through  June,  and  for  butter  to  be  more  plentiful  than  during 
the  same  period  in  1940.     Ordinarily,  these  supply  increases  would  result 
in  some  further  downward  adjustment  in  prices  between  now  and  June,  when 
butter  generally  reaches  its  low  point  for  the  year.     Recent  advances  in 
butter  prices  appear  to  be  due  mainly  to  the  same  factors  behind  the  up- 
swing in  eggs — the  prospect  of  increased  exports.    At  the  end  of  March 
wholesale  butter  nrices  at  I\Tew  York  were  about  4  cents  a  pound  higher  than 
a  year  ago . 

Pork  supplies  from  April  through  September  still  are  exoected  to  be 
much  (15^7  smaller  than  in  the  same  months  of  1940.    Hence,  pork  probably 
will  continue  to  be  more  expensive  than  last  year.     During  April,  supplies 
probably  will  be  slightly  smaller  than  in  March.     However,  some  seasonal 
increase  in  sup-olies  is  in  prospect  for  May,  when  marketings  of  pigs  far- 
rowed last  fall  get  underway,     frequently,  Dork  prices  decline  in  Kay,  but 
the  decline  this  year  may  be  less  than  usual. 

3eef  suoplies  this  month  probably  won't  differ  much  from  those  in 
March,  and  also  may  be  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago.     Seasonal  upturn  in 
beef  supplies  generally  doesn't  begin  until  May,  and  then  supplies  increase 
monthly  until  they  reach  their  peak  in  October.     The  outlook  still  is  for 
beef  prices  to  continue  at  higher  levels  than  a  year  ago  during  the  next 
few  months. 

"SURPLUS  AGRICULTURAL  COMMODITIES" 

Two  commodities  (rice  and  pears)  have  been  drooped  and  one  (carrots) 
added  to  the  list  of  foods  designated  nationally  as  "surplus  commodities" 
under  the  Food  Stamp  Plan.     The  list  of  foods  for  the  month  of  April  is  as 
follows: 

I EI SH  POTATOES ,  ONI ONS ,  CARROTS ; 
APPLES,  ORANGES,  GRAPEFRUIT; 
DRIED  PRUNES,  RAISINS,  DRIED  BEANS; 
SUTTER,  EGGS,  PORK,  LARD; 
CORN  MEAL,  HOMINY  GRITS,  WHEAT  FLOUR, 
WHOLE  WHEAn  (Graham,)  FLOUR. 
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Production  of  dairy,  hog,  and  poultry  products  during  the  next  15 
months  is  expected  to  be  larger  than  appeared  probable  earlier,  due  to  a 
Department  program  to  encourage  increased  production  of  these  foods. 
This  program,  undertaken  as  a  result  of  the  Lend- Lease  Act,  is  an  attempt 
to  adjust  agricultural  production  upward.     It  provides  for  government  pur- 
chases of  these  foods  (which  can  be  used  for  lend-lease  exports,  relief, 
or  resale  in  the  domestic  market)  to  support  prices  and  thereby  encourage 
production.     This  report  on  the  supplies  of  various  foods  takes  into  ac- 
count both  the  supplies  which  may  come  to  market  in  this  country  and  the 
supplies  which  may  be  shipped  abroad  under  the  Defense  program. 

The  program  will  increase  production  of  some  foods  such  as  dairy 
products  immediately,  but  its  Taajor  effect  will  come  in  1942.     In  eggs, 
the  production  increase  probably  will  not  be  marked  until  early  this 
winter,  when  chickens  from  this  spring's  hatch  begin  to  lay.  Larger 
chicken  supplies  will  be  noticeable  in  the  last  half  of  1941.    In  the 
case  of  pork,  the  program  will  result  in  marketings  of  hogs  at  heavier 
weights  this  fall  and  winter,  but  a  significant  increase  in  market  sup- 
plies due  to  the  program  is  not  expected  to  begin  until  the  spring  of  1942. 

This  prospective  production  in  1941-42,  if  there  were  no  increase  in 
exports,  would  give  domestic  consumers  slightly  less  pork    but  more  dairy 
and  poultry  products    than  they  had  in  1940-41.     Increased  exports  of  pork 
will  reduce  domestic  supplies  in  1941-42  still  further  below  1940-41.  In 
the  other  products,  the  amount  of  increased  exports  compared  with  the  in- 
crease in  production  will  determine  how  domestic  supplies  in  the  coming 
year  will  compare  with  those  in  1940-41.    What  the  net  effect  will  be  cannot 
be  stated  at  this  time.     The  aim,  however,  is  to  maintain  per  capita  sup- 
plies for  domestic  consumption  as  high  as  possible. 

Even  though  production  is  expected  to  be  larger  than  appeared  probable 
earlier,  prices  of  these  products  probably  will  continue  above  1940  levels. 
The  Department's  plan  provides  for  government  purchases  to  support  long- 
term  wholesale  prices  at  levels  higher  than  average  levels  of  the  past 
year.     The  effect  of  the  lend-lease  activities  thus  will  be  to  maintain 
domestic  prices  at  levels  above  those  of  last  year.    The  Departments  pro- 
gram for  meeting  lend-lease  requirements,  however,  should  make  it  possible 
to  temper  such  price  increases  because  commodities  purchased  to  encourage 
larger  production  in  turn  could  be  resold  in  the  domestic  market  if  prices 
advance  unduly.     The  Department's  announcement  of  April  3  said:  "Should 
unwarranted  speculation  drive  prices  up  to  unduly  high  levels  at  any  time, 
the  supplies  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  will  be  released  to  stabilize 
prices  and  maintain  them  at  reasonable  levels." 
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Reaction  to  announcement  of  the  plan  in  the  markets  was  a  marked  in- 
crease in  hog  prices,  and  a  slight  reduction  in  "butter.     Immediately  prior 
to  the  inauguration  of  the  plan,  "butter  prices  were  slightly  above,  egg- 
prices  about  the  same,  and  hog  prices  much  "below  the  long-term  price  levels 
announced.    This  increase  in  hog  prices  has  resulted  -in .a  more  favorable  re- 
lationship "between  hog  and  corn  prices,  which  should  encourage  farmers  to 
raise  more  hogs  than  they  would  have  without  the  change  in  this  ratio.  Be- 
cause of  the  time  required  to  raise  hogs,  these  increased  Quantities  will  not 
"be  available  for  marketing  until  the  spring  of  1942. 

Egg  production  appears  to  "be  close  to  its  peak  for  the  season,  and  sup- 
plies are  expected  to  decline  monthly  from  May  through  ITovember.     During  this 
period,  prices  generally  advance,  with  better-grade  eggs  going  up  more  than 
average-grade  eggs.    Because  of  the  government  price— supporting  program,  pro- 
duction during  the  next  few  months  now  is  expected  to  be  larger  than  in  1940, 
even  though  the  number  of  laying  hens  on  farms  is  smaller  than  l^st  year. 

Except  for  the  above  change  in  the  long-time  pork  supply  outlook,  the 
meat  supply  situation  is  about  the  same  as  reported  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
MARKET  SERVICE.     Lambs  from  tne  1941  crop  have  started  moving  to  market,  and 
further  increases  in  supplies  are  expected.     Pork,  beef,  and  veal  supplies 
also  probably  will  increase  during  the  next  four  weeks.     Compared  with  last 
year,  the  prospect  is  for  much  less  pork,  slightly  more  beef  and  lamb,  snd 
about  the  same  amount  of  veal.    Meat  also  probably  will  continue  to  be  more 
expensive  than  last  year. 

Supplies  of  new  potatoes,  onions,  and  cabbage,  which  have  been  relative 
ly  small  the  past  few  weeks,  are  expected  to  increase  during  the  last  half  of 
April,   and  a  marked  increase  is  in  prospect  in  the  first  half  of  May.  In 
each  case,  unfavorable  weather  has  been  responsible  for  the  small  supplies. 

Tender  vegetable,  supplies  are  expected  to  increase  during  the  next 
four  weeks,  but  the  increase  may  not  be  marked  rati!  after  the  end  of  the 
month.    During  the  remainder  of  April,  tC.  -  .   -   .  ^  es  probably  will  be 
smaller  than  last  year.     However,  in  Kay  a.i'1  *•       larger  supplies  than 
last  year  of  nearly  all  vegetables  are  in  prospect. 

Relatively  large  supplies  of  _stravberri.es  are  in  prospect  for  the 
remainder  of  April  and  May.    Marketings  pre  bf  b  .y  viij  i     •   '  -  3  weekly  during 

this  period,  until  they  reach  their  peck  in  late  May  or  early  June,  and 
most  likely  will  be  larger  than  last  year. 

Supplies  of  citrus  fruit  (except  lemons)  are  expected  to  decline 
until  the  new  crop  season  opens  next  fall,    lien  on  surpl  .c:.  on  the  other 
hand,  are  expected  to  continue  to  increase  during  the  spring  and  summer 
months.     Supplies  of  all  citrus  fruits  during  the  remainder  of  tne  present 
season  probably  will  be  larger  than  last  season.     The  reduction  in  total 
supplies  reflects  the  fact  that  Florida  and  Texas  grapefruit  seasons  are 
over  by  June,  and  Florida  orange  season  closes  in  July, 
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Vegetable  supplies  probably  will  increase  during  the  next  few  weeks, 
"but  it  pro'ba'bly  will  not  "be  until  mid-June  that  supplies  will  "be  more 
plentiful  than  in  1940.     During  the  remainder  of  the  month,   supplies  of 
snap  bo^ns  and  asparagus  will  he  relatively  large  for  this  time  of  the 
year,     lomatoes.  green  pepper s,  green  peas,  and  cucumbers,  on  the  other 
hand,  will  be  relatively  small.     In  other  vegetables,   supplies  probably 
won't  differ  much  from  last  year.    As  soon  as  the  heavy  movement  of  vege- 
table supplies  gets  underway  in  June,  supplies  are  expected  to  be  rela- 
tively large  for  several  months.    Vegetables  ordinarily  are  lowest  in 
price  in  the  summer  months  because  supplies  are  seasonally  large  and  be- 
cause they  are  produced  close  to  consuming  centers. 

largest  marketings  of  strawberries  for  the  season  are  expected  to 
occur  late  this  month  or  early  in  June.    This  is  usually  the  time  of  the 
year  when  strawberry  prices  are  lowest.    Marketings  during  the  peak 
period  this  year  probably  will  be  much  larger  than  last  year,  in  view  of 
heavier  production.     Strawberry  season  generally  doesn't  end  until  July, 
but  June  ordinarily  is  the  last  month  of  large  supplies. 

Substantial  increases  in  marketings  of  new  potatoes  are  in  prospect 
for  the  next  few  weeks,  and  supplies  probably  will  be  relatively  large 
for  this  time  of  the  year.    A  record  crop — 16  percent  larger  than  a  year 
ago — is  being  produced  in  States  which  market  potatoes  in  May  and  the 
first  half  of  June.     Season  for  old  potatoes  is  drawing  to  a  close  and 
from  now  on  new  potatoes  will  be  the  major  source  of  supply.  Remaining 
supplies  of  old  potatoes,  however,  are  relatively  large.    At  this  time 
of  the  yea,r  prices  of  old  potatoes  generally  advance,  whereas  those  of 
new  potatoes  decline.    Due  to  relatively  large  supplies,  prices  of  all 
potatoes  probably  will  be  lower  than  last  year. 

■•  ■'  ■■  Beans  (for  dried  beans)  and  tomatoes  (for  canning):  have  been  added 
to  the  list  of  foods  the  production  of  which  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
is  urging  farmers  to  increase.     These  increases,  like  those  in  dairy, 
poultry,  and  pork  products,  are  being  encouraged  by  means  of  purchase 
programs  designed  to  support  prices.     (See  MARKET  SERVICE  April  15.)  If 
the  aims  of  the  dried  b.ean  and  canned  tomato  programs  are  accomplished, 
total  supplies  will  be  the  largest  of  record  and  much  larger  than  last 
year,     vlhether  or  not  these  increases  in  production  will  mean  larger 
supplies  for  domestic  consumption  than  in  1940  will  depend  upon  three 
factors:     the  exact  amount  of  the  increase;  the  quantities  exported  or 
used  for  relief;  and  the  level  at  which  the  Government  supports  prices, 
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Much  more  "beef,  more  lamb ,  but  considerably  less  pork  than  last  year, 
is  the  outlook  for  this  summer.    Beef  and  lamb  supplies  probably  will  in- 
crease from  now  through  October,  when'  monthly  marketings  generally  are  at 
their  peak  for  the  year.    Little  change  in  pork  .supplies  -  ii- '-expected  within 
the  next  month,  even  though  supplies  usually  increase.    Meat-  probably  wi IT 
continue  to  be  mOTe  expensive  than  last  year.    During  the  summer  months 
pork  probably  will  go  up  more  than  usual,  and  beef  less  than  usual.  Lamb 
prices  ordinarily  reach  their  peak  for  the  year  in  June  and  then  decline. 

Outlook  for  egg  sup-olies  hasn't  changed  in  recent  weeks,  and  supplies 
during  the  next  few  months  probably  will  be  about  the  seme  as  last  year. 
Supplies,  however,  will  continue  to  decline  monthly  until  November,  when 
production  generally  is  at  its  low  for  the  year.    Bgg  prices  have  been 
relatively  high  for  this  time  of  the  year,  and  this  is  resulting  in  a  marked 
increase  in  hatchings.     Since  these  chickens  won't  start  producing  eggs 
until  next  fall,  it  will  be  some  time  before  the  major  effect  of  the  egg- 
price- supporting  program  on  production  will  be  felt,    At  present,  the  pro- 
gram is  helping  to  keep  production  eoual  to  last  year's  level,  despite  a 
smaller  number  of  laying  hens. 

Relatively  high  prices  of  dai  ry  products  have  resulted  in  record  high 
production  of  milk.    On  May  1,  total  milk  production  was  9  percent  larger 
than  a,  yepr  ago  and  6  percent  above  the  previous  record  for  this  date. 
Government  purchases  of  cheese  and  evaporated  milk,  in  connection  with  the 
program  to  encourage  farmers  to  produce  more  milk,  have  c^en  partly  respon- 
sible for  the  increase  in  prices  and  production  over  levels  of  recent  years. 
However,  part  of  the  reason  why  dairy  products  are  selling  at  the  highest 
May  prices  since  1930  is  speculative  buying  of  butter  for  storage.  This 
butter  is  being  purchased  in  the  belief  that  Government  purchases  of  cheese 
and  evaporated  milk  this  year  will  materially  reduce  the  amount  of  r/.ilk 
available  for  butter  making  and  thereby  result  in  high  butter  prices  in 
the  fall  and  winter  months.    The  storing  of  these  butter  supplies  has  kept 
the  increased  production  of  milk  from  bringing  prices  down  to  more  rea- 
sonable levels  for  this  time  of  the  year.     Prices  of  all  dairy  products 
have  advanced  since  March,  contrary  to  the  usual  trend  for  this  time  of 
the  year. 

Cantaloup  season  has  opened  and  marketings  are  expected  to  increase 
weekly  from  now  through  July  and  August.     Supplies  during  the  next  6  weeks, 
however,  probably  will  be  much  smaller  than  last  year  and  considerably  below 
average.    In  July  the  outlook  is  for  much  larger  supplies  than  in  1940. 

"BLUE  STAMP  FOODS" 

Onions  have  been  dropped  from  the  list  of  foods  obtainable  with  blue 
stamps  under  the  Food  Stamp  Plan.     The  list  of  16  foods  designated  on  a 
Nationwide  basis  for  the  remainder  of  May  is  as  follows: 

IRISH  POTATOES,.  CARROTS;  BUTTER,  EGGS,  PORK,  LaRD; 

APPLES,  ORANGES,  GRAPEFRUIT;  CORN  MEAL,  HOMINY  GRITS,  WEEAT- 

DRIED  PRUNES,  RAISINS,  DRIED  BEANS;      FLOUR,  WHOLE  'VHSAT  (Graham)  FLO 
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7egetable  supplies  during  the  first '^^^^vaie  probably  will  increase 
less  than  usual  and  also  may  be  smaller  than  last  year.    Unfavorable  weather 
conditions  continue  to  restrict  production  and  marketings.     Lack  of  rainfall 
Ln  recent  weeks  has  particularly  affected  production  in  local  market  gardens, 
which  ordinarily  begin  to  be  an  important  source  of  eastern  supplies  at  this 
time  of  the  year.    Recent  unfavorable  weather  conditions  make  it  difficult  to 
forecast  the  supply  outlook  for  the  first  half  of  June.    Prior  to  the  dry  spell, 
supplies  of  cucumber  Sr.   &nap  beans,  lima  beans,  and  potatoes  were  expected  to  be 
Larger  than  last  year,  and  tomatoes,  peas,  onions,  and  cabbage  smaller. 

Quantities  as  well  as  varieties  of  fresh  fruits  are  expected  to  increase 
laterially  in  the  next  few  months.    The  1941  fruit  season  still  is  in  the  early 
stages,  however,  and  supplies  won't  be  large  until  July.    First  sweet  cherries  , 
f  the  season  already  have  moved  to  market.    During  the  course  of  the  current 
onth,  peaches,  plums,  apricots,  figs,  table  grapes,  and  apples  will  be  avail- 
ble.    JiOKBst  prices  of  various  fruits  come  at  different  times  during  the  sea- 
on.    Months  in  which  supplies  ordinarily  reach  their  peak  are:     sweet  cherries — 
une;  apricots — July;  peaches — July  and  August;  plums  and  figs — August  and 
petember;  pears — September;  apples  and  grapes — October. 

Supplies  of  table  variety  or  eating  peaches  in  June  and  July  probably  will 
e  unusually  large.    Production  in  states  shipping  supplies  in  these  months  is 
| he  largest  in  about  10  years  and  over  50  percent  bigger  than  last  year. 


Strawberry  supplies  most  likely  will  decrease  during  the  remainder  of  the 
resent  season,  but  increased  marketings  of  other  berries  are  expected  in  the 
3xt  few  weeks.     Ordinarily,  blackberries  come  to  market  in  largest  volume  in 
ine,  and  seasonal  peak  in  marketings  of  blueberries,  huckleberries,  and  rasp- 
srries  occurs  in  July.     Information  on  how  current  supplies  compare  with 
iTiier  years  is  not  available.    Outlook  for  stra.wberry  supplies  has  been  altered 
f  dry  weather  in  producing  areas,  and  supplies  the  next  few  weeks  probably 
>n't  be  as  plentiful  as  last  year. 

Melon  (cantaloups,  honeyball  and  honeydev;  melons,  and  watermelons)  supplies 
■e  expected  to  increase  weekly  during  June,  but  they  probably  won't  be  as  large 

last  year  and  will  be  below  usual  levels.    During  July,  however,  cantaloups 
y  be  more  plentiful  than  usual.    Low  point  in  watermelon  and  cantaloup  prices 
r  the  season  generally  comes  in  July  and  August,  respectively. 
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Supplies  of  "broiling  and  frying  chi ckens  probably  will  increase  more  than 
usual  during  June  and  will  be  much  larger  than  last  year.    Fowls,  however,  pro- 
bably won't  be  as  plentiful  as  last  June.     This  increase  over  1940  is  due  partly 
to  action  taken  by  the  Department  to  encourage  large  hatchings  through  an  egg 
price- supporting  program.    Chicken  marketings  reflect  the  effect  of  a  larger 
hatch  much  sooner  than  egg  supplies  because  cockerels  (males)  from  the  hatch 
are  sold  for  meat  as  broilers  or  fryers  a  few  months  after  they  are  hatched, 
whereas  over  six  months  is  needed  to  raise  an  egg- laying  pullet.    Broiler  and 
fryer  sup"olies  are  expected  to  increase  further  in  July  pud  August  and  the  out- 
look is  for  more  chickens  than  a  year  ago  throughout  the  remainder  of  1941. 

Egg  production  in  June  probably  will  be  seasonally  smaller  than  May,  but 
it  may  not  differ  much  from  last  year.    Production  per  hen  has  been,  at-  record 
high  levels  for  this  time  of  the  year,  due  to  the  Department's  price- supporting 
purchases,  but  this  increase  is  being  balanced  by  the  fact  that  the  number  of 
laying  hens  is  smaller  than  last  year..    If  the  Department's  purchases  continue 
at  recent  levels,   supplies  available  for  domestic  consumption  will  be  smaller 
than  last  June..   During  May,  purchases  of  fresh,  dried,  and  frozen  eggs  by  the 
Department  amounted  to  about  4  to  5  percent  of  the  estimated  total  supply  (stocks 
on  May  1  plus  production). 

Monthly  production  of  milk  and  manufactured  dairy  products  is  expected  to 
reach  its  peak  in  June,  and  then  to  decline  monthly  through  the  remainder  of 
the  year.    In  view  of  relatively  high  prices,  June  production  probably  will  be 
much  larger  than  last  year,  unless  dry  weather  curtails  production.  Despite 
record  large  production,  prices  of  all  dairy  products  have  continued  at  unusually 
high  levels  for  this  time  of  the  year — a  period  when  they  ordinarily  are  close 
to  their  seasonal  low.     Purchases  of  dairy  products  by  the  Department  in  May  . 
amounted  to  2  percent  of  estimated  total  milk  production,  and  absorbed  only  part 
of  the  estimated  increase  in  milk  production  over  last  May.    Under  these  cir~; 
cumstances,  it  appears  that  improved  consumer  buying  power  and  speculative  • 
storing  of  butter  have  been  major  factors  behind  higher  prices. 

Supplies  of  good  and  choice  grade  beef  probably  will  increase  more  than 
usual  during  the  next  two  or  three  months  and  be  much  more  plentiful  than  last 
year.    Most  of  this  increase  will  be  noticeable  in  the  late  summer.    Beef  prices 
ordinarily  go  up  during  these  months,  but  a  smaller  than  usual  increase  is  in 
prospect  this  year.    Difference  between  prices  of  top  grade  (good  and  choice) 
and  average  grade  (commercial  and  utility)  beef  now  is  much  smaller  than  early  • 
this  year. 

"BLUE  STAMP  POODS" 

Butter  and  carrots  have  been  dropped  and  snap  beans  added  to  the  list  of 
foods  available  on  a  nationwide  basis  with  blue  'stamps  under  the  Pood  Stamp  Plan. 
Poods  designated  for  June  are: 

IRISH  POTATOES,   SNAPBEANS,  CABBAGE; 
APPLES,  ORANGE C,  GRAPEFRUIT; 
DRIED  PRUNES,  RAISINS,  DRIED  BEANS; 
EGGS,  PORX,  LARD; 

CORN  MfiAL,  EQMINT  GRITS,  WHEAT  FLOUR, 
WHOLE  tfWRAS  (Graham)  FLOUR. 
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Unfavorable  weather  conditions  continue  to  interfere  with  vegetable 
production,  and  the  increase  in  supplies  during  the  next  two  weeks  again 
probably  will  be  less  than  usual.     Supplies  now  are  expected  to  be  smaller 
than  usual  for  this  time  of  the  year  until  some  time  in  July.     During  the 
last  half  of  June,  supplies  of  beets,  string  beans,  cabbage .  cucumbers f 
onions,  and  green  peppers  probably  will  be  below  usual  levels.  However, 
carrots,  lettuce,  peas,  celery, and  lima  beans  may  be  more  plentiful  than 
usual.    Tomato  supplies  won't  be  as  large  as  last  year,  but  they  will  be 
about  average. 

Potato  supplies  also  may  not  increase  as  much  as  usual  in  the  next 
4  or  5  weeks.    Drought  conditions  have  changed  the  outlook  from  one  of 
relatively  large  to  one  of  relatively  small  supplies.    Production  in 
States  shipping  in  these  weeks  is  expected  to  be  about  a  third  less  than 
last  year,  and  at  close  to  record  low  levels  for  this  season  of  the  year. 

Fruit  supplies  this  summer  may  be  slightly  larger  than  last  year. 
Less  oranges  and  sour  cherries,  and  about  the  same  amount  of  pears  as  last 
year,  are  in  prospect.    However,  gveet  cherries,  apricots ,  grapes ,  lemons , 
peaches,  and  California  plums  probably  will  be  more  plentiful.  Supplies 
of  citrus  fruits  probably  will  decline  seasonally  in  the  next  few  weeks, 
but  increased  marketings  of  most  other  fruits  are  expected. 

Green  corn  season  is  underway  and  supplies  are  expected  to  increase 
through  August,  when  marketings  ordinarily  are  heaviest.     Information  on 
the  size  of  the  crop  in  States  shipping  in  the  last  half  of  June  is  not 
available,  but  it  is  believed  that  supplies  will  be  larger  than  last  year. 

Prices  of  dairy  products  may  go  up  less  than  usual  during  the  last 
half  of  this  year.     Butter,  cheese,  and  evaporated  milk,  however,  probably 
will  continue  to  be  much  more  expensive  than  last  year.    This  outlook  for 
a  less  than  usual  price  increase  results  from  the  facts  that  (l)  prices 
have  been  advancing,  due  to  Government  purchases  and  speculative. buying, 
instead  of  declining  seasonally  in  the  past  three  months,  find  (2)  the  out- 
look is  for  a  less  than  usual  seasonal  decline  in  production  of  dairy  pro- 
ducts during  the  last  half  of  1941.     Unless  weather  conditions  turn  un- 
favorable, total  supplies  of  dairy  products  available  for  domestic  con- 
sumption and  export  this  summer  will  be  larger  than  last  year.     T?hether  or 
not  supplies  available  for  domestic  consumption  will  be  larger  will  depend 
upon  the  size  of  the  Department's  purchases  under  the  Food-for-Def ense 
program.    Purchases  by  the  Department  in  April  and  May  absorbed  only  part 
of  the  increase  in  milk  production  over  1940. 
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Egg  production  this  fall  and  winter  may  "be  the  largest  on  record  for 
this  period.     These  record  supplies  are  expected  to  he  available  when  the 

larger  number  of  pullets  being  raised  this  spring  begin  to  lay.    During '  .  

the  next  few  months,  the  outlook  still  is  for  egg  production  to  be  about 
the  same  as  last  year,  in  view  of  the  smaller  number  of  laying  hens.    3gg "; 
prices  ordinarily  advance  during  the  last  half  of  the  year.    The  increase 
this  year,  however,  may  be  less  than  usual,  primarily  due  to  the  prospective 
large  fall  production,  and  the  current  relatively  high  price  level.  Never- 
theless, egg  prices  probably  will  be  much  higher  than  last  year,  throughout 
the  remainder  of  1941. 

Top  grade  (good  and  choice)  beef  now  is  selling  at  wholesale  prices 
only  slightly  above  those  of  lower  grade  (commercial  and  utility)  beef. 
This  is  in  decided  contrast  to  the  price  situation  earlier  this  year,  when 
the  difference  was  extremely  wide.     It  is  quite  usual  for  this  difference 
to  be  narrow  in  May  and  June.    Ordinarily,  the  difference  grows  narrower 
during  the  first  half  of  the  year  and  then  widens  again  during  much  of  the 
last  half  of  the  year.    Marketings  of  better  grade  cattle  are  expected  to 
increase  during  the  next  two  or  three  months  and  to  be  larger  than  last  year. 
The  increase  in  supplies  over  last  year  probably  will  be  most  noticeable  in 
the  late  summer  and  early  fall. 

Pork  has  been  going  up  in  price  steadily  since  mid-April  and  the  out- 
look is  for  further  price  increases  this  summer.    Pork  also  probably  will 
continue  to  be  more  expensive  than  last  year,  and  may  reach  the  highest  sum- 
mer prices  since  1937.     Supplies  this  summer  probably  xd.ll  be  much  smaller 
than  last  year.    The  extent  of  the  decrease  is  not  known,  but  it  may  be  betv/cen 
10  and  20  per  cent  under  last  year's  large  supplies. 

Lamb  supplies  still  are  expected  to  increase  during  the  course  of  the 
next  3  or  4  months,  and  also  may  "be  larger  than  last  June  and  July.  Ordinar- 
ily, retail  lamb  prices  decline  slightly  from  June  to  July,  and  then  continue 
downward  for  several  months. 

Canners1   stocks  of  canned  f raits  and  vegetables  probably  will  be  at 
relatively  low  levels  until  the  new  pack  is  available.     This  does  not  indi- 
cate a  shortage  of  canned  goods,  but  rather  reflects  in  part  large  forward 
buying  by  wholesalers  and  retailers  in  anticipation  of  higher  prices.  Data 
are  not  available  on  the  current  holdings  of  wholesalers  and  retailers. 

Further  increases  in  melon  supplies  are  expected  in  the  next  few  weeks. 
Watermelons  probably  won't  be  as  plentiful,  but  supplies  of  cantalours  may 
be  about  the  same  as  in  the  last  half  of  June  last  year. 
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Fresh  vegetables,  melons,  fruits,  and  "broiling  and  frying  chickens  are 
expected  to  he  much  more  plentiful  in  July  than  during  the  past  month.  How- 
ever, dairy  products,  eggs,  and  pork  probably  will  be  in  smaller  supply  than 
they  were  last  month.     These  seasonal  adjustments  in  supplies  generally 
result  in  corresponding  trends  in  retail  prices.    Prices  of  most  foods  probably 
will  continue  to  be  higher  than  last  year,  with  the  increases  most  pronounced 
in  pork,  dairy  products,  and  eggs. 

Most  vegetables  probably  will  be  "good  buys"  during  July,    Prices  in  the 
summer  months,  when  local  supplies  are  an  important  factor,  generally  are 
lower  than  in  most  other  months.    Marketings  of  local  produce  are  now  under- 
way, and  local  producing  areas  should  be  an  important  source  of  supplies 
until  frost  checks  production.    Information  on  how  local  supplies  compare 
with  last  year  is  not  available. 

Watermelons  and  cantaloups  also  probably  will  be  "good  buys"  in  July. 
Supplies  of  watermelons  are  expected  to  reach  their  monthly  peak  for  the 
season  this  month.    Prices  probably  will  be  at  their  low  point  for  the  sea- 
son, but  watermelons  may  cost  more  than  last  July  in  view  of  smaller  than 
usual  supplies.     Low  point  in  cantaloup  prices  for  the  season  generally 
doesn't  come  until  August.    However,  cantaloups  still  may  be  "good  buys"  in 
July  because  supplies,  are  expected  to  be  considerably  larger  than  usual  for 
this  month. 

Recent  marked  advance  in  onion  prices  appears  to  be  temporary  due  to 
reduced  supplies  in  areas  shipping  in  June.    Prices  are  expected  to  move 
down  again  in  July  as  supplies  increase  seasonally.    Trend  in  onion  prices 
generally  is  downward  from  May  through  October.     Supplies  in  July  may  be 
slightly  larger  than  last  year,  but  during  the  remainder  of  1941  onions 
probably  won't' be  as  plentiful  as  last  year. 

Canned  pea  supplies  in  the  1941-42  season,  which  opened  June  1,  may  be 
about  the  same  as  the  close-to- record  supplies  last  season.    Carryover  from 
last  season  is  smaller  than  on  June  1,  1940,    The  current  packing  season  isn't 
over  yet,  but  present  prospects  point  to  a  slightly  larger  pack  than  last 
year.     Supplies    as  large  as  those  in  prospect  for  1941-42  would  be  consid- 
erably (nearly  50  per  cent)  larger  than  average  consumption  prior  to  last 
season.    They  also  would  permit  disappearance  to  be  as  large  as  last  sea- 
son's record  level  (when  extensive  forward  buying  and  some  increase  in 
consumption  resulted  in  disappearance  25  per  cent  above  average)  and  still 
leave  an  average  size  carryover  on  June  1,  1941. 
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Peaches  probably  will  be  ''good  buys"  in  July  as  well  as  in  August. 
Seasonal  low  point  in  prices  generally  comes  in  August,    However,  the  July 
supplies  are  expected  to  be  not  only  much  larger  than  last  year,  but  also 
considerably  above  usual  levels. 

■  •  ■  -jri 

Pork  supply  outlook  for  the  1941-42  season,  which  opens  October- 1, 
has  changed.     Supplies  are  expected  to  be--  slightly-larger,  instead  of 
slightly  smaller,  than  in  the  season  now  drawing  to  a  close.    Upswing  in 
hog  prices  since  early  April  appears  to  have  caused  farmers  to  alter  their 
breeding  plans.    Practically  all  the  increase  in  supply  over  the  current 
season  is  expected  to  come  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1942.    Luring  the 
remainder  of  this  summer,  supplies  still  are  expected  to  be  10-20  per  cent 
under  a  year  ago.     Supplies  probably  will  decrease  monthly  through  Septem- 
ber, and  then  increase  again  during  the  last  quarter  of  1941. 

Supplies  of  dairy  -products  available  for  domestic  consumers  in  the 
next  12  months  may  be  slightly  larger  than  in  the  past  year,  if  milk  pro- 
duction continues  to  be  6  per  cent  larger  than  last  year — the  minimum  goal 
under  the  Food-for-Def ense  program.     Such  an  increase  not  only  would  permit 
production  of  the  large  quantities  of  cheese  and  evaporated  milk  needed  for 
the  British,  but  also  allow  domestic  consumption  of  other  dairy  products  to 
increase  3  percent.    Milk  production  has  reached  its  monthly  peak  for  the 
year;  and  reductions  are  in  prospect  for  the  next  6  months.  Production, 
however,  probably  will  continue  to  be  much  larger  than  in  1940.     Some  fur- 
ther price  increases  are  in  prospect  in  this  period  of  declining  production, 
but  these  increases  may  be  less  than  usual.     Dairy  products  probably  will 
continue  to  be  more  expensive  than  last  year,  with  the  extent  of  speculative 
buying  being  an  important  factor  in  determining  the  prospective  level. 
Speculative  buying  and  storing  has  been  an  important  factor  behind  recent 
relatively  high  levels. 

Supplies  of  broiling  and  frying  chickens  in  July  and  August  probably 
will  be  much  larger  than  usual  for  this  time  of  the  year,  in  view  of  the 
record  1941  hatch.     Stewing  and  boiling  chickens,  however,  may  not  be  quite 
as  plentiful  as  usual. 

Beef  and  iamb  supply  situation  hasn't  changed  recently,  and  supplies 
are  expected  to  increase  from  now  through  October.    Lamb  prices  generally 
decline  during  this  period,  but  the  trend  in  beef  is  upward.    Top  grade 
(good  and  choice)  beef  still  is  selling  at  wholesale  prices  only  slightly 
above  those  of  lower  grade  (commercial  and  utility)  beef — a  decided  change 
from  the  situation  early  in  1941  when  the  spread  was  very  wide. 

"BLUE  STAIP  FOODS" 

Two  items  (fresh  peaches  and  fresh  vegetables)  have  been  added,  and  two 
(grapefruit  and  apples)  dropped  from  the  list  of  foods  available  for  blue 
stamps  under  the  Food  Stamp  Flan.     The  list  of  foods  designated  on  a  Nation- 
wide scale  for  July  is  as  follows: 

ALL  FRESH  VEGETABLES  (including  potatoes),  FRESH  PEACHES,  CHANGES 
LARD,  PORK,  EGGS; 

DRIED  PRUNES,  RAISINS,  DRIED  BEANS; 
WHEAT  FLOUR,  WHOLE  WHEAT  (Graham)  FLOUR, 
CORN  K2AL,  HOMINY  GRITS. 
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xresh  vegetable  supplies  during  the  last  half  of  July  probably  will  be 
larger  than  in  the  first  half.     However,  they  may  not  be  quite  as  plentiful  as 
last  year.    A  ^ood  part  of  current  supplies  come  from  local  market  gardens,  on 
which  production  information  is  not  available.     In  commercial  areas  shipping  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  the  major  changes  in  supplies  cora-oared  with  last  year  are: 
marked  d« creases-beets ,  cabbage ,  carrots;    marked  increasee-lima  beans,  eg to 1 ant , 
green  peas ,  peppers .     Some  further  reduction  in  prices  is  in  prospect  as  supplies 
increase,  but  vegetables  as  a  group  may  cost  more  than  during  the  last  half  of 
July  in  1940. 

Durther  increases  in  peach  supplies  are  expected  during  the  last  half  of 
the  month  and  in  August.    Supplies  still  are  expected  to  be  unusually  large  for 
this  time  of  the  year,  because  of  a  bumper  crop  in  the  Southern  States.  Low 
point  in  peach  prices  for  the  year  generally  comes  in  August,  but  it  may  be  a 
little  earlier  this  year,  in  view  of  the  large  quantities  marketed  early  in  the 
season.    Date  of  seasonal  lov/  point  varies  from  State  to  State,  depending  upon 
source  of  peach  supplies. 

Pear  season  has  opened  and  supplies  probably  vail  increa.se  substantially 
during  the  course  of  the  next  two  and  a  half  months.     September  ordinarily  is 
the  month  when  pears  are  most  plentiful,  and  lowest  in  price.     Supplies  this 
year  probably  won't  be  as  large  as  last  year,  but  they  will  be  considerably 
above  usual  levels.    Pears  now  being  marketed  are  mainly  Bartletts. 

"..atermelon  supplies  appear  to  be  at  or  close  to  their  peak  for  the  sea- 
son, but  further  increases  in  cantaloup  marketings  are  in  prospect.    During  the 
remainder  of  July  cantaloups  probably  will  be  much  more  plentiful  than  usual. 
Watermelon  supplies  will  be  much  smaller  than  last  year  but  still  about  average 
for  this  time  of  the  year. 

Many  more  sweetpotatoes  -  substantially  fewer  white  potatoes  than  in  1940  ■ 
is  the  potato  outlook  for  the  remainder  of  1941.     In  both  instances  supplies  pro- 
bably will  be  below  usual  levels.     Retail  prices  of  potatoes  generally  go  down 
between  July  and  October  or  November,  when  the  low  point  for  the  season  comes. 
Recent  increase  in  potato  prices  was  partly  seasonal  and  partly  due  to  drought 
damage  to  the  crop  produced  for  June  and  early  July  marketing. 

Record  supplies  of  canned  string  beans ,  and  close  to  record  supplies  of 
canned  peas  are  expected  this  season.    The  pack  isn't  finished  yet,  but  it  is 
be  of  record  size.    This  probably  will  more  than  offset  the  small 
rom  last  season.     The  prospective  supply  for  1941  would  permit  dis- 
if  these  two  canned  vegetables  to  continue  at  the  record  rate  of  the 
and  still  leave  an  average  carryover. 
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Sharp  decline  in  wholesale  buttsr  prices  since  late  June  appears  to  he 
due  mainly  to  a  curtailment  of  speculative  "buying  for  storage — a  factor  which 
had  been  important  in  pushing  up  prices  earlier.    Despite  this  decline,  prices 
are  relatively  high  for  this  time  of  the  year.     Storage  'stocks  arb  unusually 

large"  "for  July.  '  This  -factor  and  production  prospects  -for— the  remainder . of  .1341  

indicate  that  supplies  may  he  larger  than  during  the  last  half  of  1940,  even 
though  substantial  quantities  of  milk  are  used  to  make  cheese  and  evaporated 
milk  for  Britain.    The  supply  outlook  probably  has  been  important  in  curtailing 
speculative  storing.    Butter  supplies  are  expected  to  decline  monthly  from  now 
through  December.    Some  further  price  increase  probably  will  occur  during  this 
period,  but  the  extent  is  uncertain. 

'  3gg  outlook  remains 'unchanged.     Supplies  still  are  expected  to  .decline 
monthly  through  November  and  to  be  slightly  larger  than  last  year.  Prices 
probably  will  go  up  some  more  before  iTovember,  and  eggs  will  continue  to  be  - 
much  more  e:-pensive  than  last  year. 

Unusually  large  supplies  of  broiling,  frying,  and  roasting  chickens ,  but 
relatively  small  supplies  of  boiling  and  stewing  chickens  (fowl)  ars  in  prospect 
for  the  remainder  of  July  and  in  August .     Supplies  of  young  chickens  during  the 
period  probably  will  be  larger  than  they  have  been  in  recent  weeks.    Trend  in 
poultry  prices  generally  is  downward  during  the  last  half  of  the  year. 

Beef  supplies  in  the  late  summer  and  fall  months  still  are  expected  'to  be 
much  larger  than  in  1940,  but  the  increase  may  not  be  as  large  as  appeared  pro- 
bable earlier.     Supplies  in  May  and  June  were  at  record  levels  and  substantially 
larger  than  in  1940.     It  is  possible  that  fed  cattle  are  bring  marketed  a  little 
earlier  than  expected.    In  mid-July  wholesale  prices  of  better-grade ,  (~ood  and 
choice)  beef  were  only  slightly  above  those  of  lower- grade  (commercial  and  util- 
ity) beef.    This  situation  is  partly  seasonal,  but  it  also  reflects  the  unusually 
large  marketings  of  heavy  weight  better-grade  cattle.     Trend  in  monthly  beef  sup- 
plies from  now  through  September  should  be  upward,  with  the  increase  due  mainly 
to  increased  supplies  of  better-grade  beef. 

Hog  supplies  are  exoocted  to  continue  to  decline  during  the  course  of  the 
next  two  and  a  half  months,  and  to  be  much  smaller  than  last  year.    Retail  pork 
prices  generally  go  up  and  reach  their  peak  for  the  year  in  the  summer  months. 
Recent  price  increases  have  been  larger  than  usual. 

Supplies  of  dried  beans  for  the  current  season  not  only  are  expected  to 
be  much  Ia.r::er  than  last  season  ,  but  also  the  largest  of  "-  cord.     However,  in 
view  of  increased  consumer  buying  power,  and  purchases  under  the  Food- for- Defense 
program,  boms  probably  .will  cost  more  than  last  year.    This  increase  in  supplies^ 
is  due  tc  inclusion  of  dried  beans  under  the  lood-for-Defense  program.    After  the 
program  ,:as  announced,  acreage  was  increased  to  a  level  11  percent  larger  than 
last  year.    Most  of  the  incroase  in  suprly  over  1S40  is  expected  to  be  in  v/nite 
beans .  • 
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Total  supply  of  food  for  the  remainder  of  1941  probably  will  be  larger 
than  in  the  same  months  last  year.    Just  hov:  much  food  will  be  available  for 
domestic  use,  however,  still  is  uncertain  because  quantities  that  will  be  ex- 
ported in  connection  with  lend-lease  activities  are  not  definitely  known  now. 
Food  most  likely  will  continue  to  be  more  expensive  than  in  1940  even  though 
total  supplies  are  larger.    Factors  which  will  tend  to  keep  prices  above  a 
year  ago  are:    increased  consumer  buying  power,  the  Department's  price- support- 
ing programs,  the  Pood-for-Defense  program,  and  lend-lease  exports,  Congres- 
sional action  designed  to  achieve  higher  farm  prices,  purchases  for  "stocking 
up"  purposes,  and  speculative  holding. 

Prospective  changes  in  total  supplies  of  major  foods  relative  to  the  last 
half  of  1940  are:    Increases— beef  and  veal,  lamb,  poultry  and  eggst  dairy 
products,  wheat,  rice,  dried  beans,  fresh  fruits,  canned  vegetables,  and  sweet- 
potdtbes;    Decreases — pork  and  potatoes.    Canned  and  dried  food  supply  situa- 
tion is  uncertain,  but  supplies  probably  will  be  at  least  as  large  as  a  year 
earlier.    Quantities  of  fresh  vegetables  (excluding  potatoes)  available  during 
the  remainder  of  the  year  will  depend  upon  weather  conditions,  but,  barring 
unfavorable  weather,  supplies  may  be  at  least  equal  to  those  a  year  ago. 

Peaches,  cantaloups,  and  green  corn  should  be  good  buys  for  consumers  in 
August.    This  is  the  time  of  the  year  when  these  products  ordinarily  are  most 
plentiful.    This  August  unusually  large  amounts  of  peaches  and  cantaloups  are 
expected  to  be  available  for  marketing.    Size  of  the  green  corn  crop,  which 
comes  largely  from  local  market  gardens,  is  not  known,  but  marketings  in  recent 
weeks  have  been  larger  than  last  year.    Season  for  these  three  foods  won't  be 
over  until  October.    However,  August  and  September  are  generally  the  last  months 
in  which  marketings  are  heavy. 

Supplies  of  dairry  -pro ducts  are  expected  to  decline  less  than  usual  during 
the  remaining  months  of  1941.    Whether  or  not  this  will  mean  a  less  than  sea- 
sonal price  increase  will  depend  to  a  large  extent  on  the  amount  of  dairy  pro- 
ducts purchased  and  the  price  paid  by  the  Department  under  its  Food-for-Defense 
program.    The  Department  currently  is  buying  butter  as  well  as  cheese,  evaporated 
milk,  and  dried  milk.    Purchase  prices  are  substantially  above  those  a  year 
ago . 

Egg  supplies  from  now  through  November,  when  production  reaches  its  low 
point  for  the  year,  also  may  decrease  less  than  usual.    As  in  the  case  of  but- 
ter, the  extent  of  the  price  increase  during  this  period  will  depend  to  a  large 
extent  on  the  Department's  purchase  program.    Egg  production  is  now  higher  than 
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a  year  ago,  after  baring  been  below  1940  levels  for  several  months,  and  is 
expected  to  continue  larger.    The  increase  over  last  year  should  "be  more  pro- 
nounced as  the  year  progresses^    Prices  probably  will  continue  to  be  substan- 
tially higher  than  a  year  ago. 

Pork  supplies  most  likely  will  decline  for  another  month  or  so  until 
heavy  marketings  of  pigs  from  the  1941  spring  pig  crop  commence.  Supplies 
during  August  and  September  also  will  be  substantially  less  than  a  year  ago. 
However,  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  pork  may  be  only  slightly  less 
plentiful  than  in  the  last  quarter  of  1940.    Retail  pork  prices  generally" 
reach  their  high  point  for  the  year  in  September  and  then  decline  during  the 
remainder  of  the  year. 

Supplies  of  better  grade  beef  during  August  are  expected  to  be  much  more 
plentiful  than  they  were  both  last  month  and  a  year  ago.    Better  grade  (good 
and  choice)  beef  prices  usually  go  up  during  the  late  summer  and  early  fall, 
and  this  increase  generally  widens  the  differential  between  prices  of  better 
and  lower  grade  beef.     In  the  past  month  or  so  better  grade  beef  prices  have 
not  increased  as  much  as  usual.     The  difference  between  better  and  average 
grade  bedf  also  has  continued  to  be  much  smaller  than  early  this  year  and  also 
slightly  smaller  than  a  year  ago. 

Fresh  Tege table  supplies  during  August  probably  will  be  larger  than  they 
were  last  month.    However,  they  may  not  differ  much  from  a  year  ago.  While 
some  further  reduction  in  prices  probably  will  occur  in  August,  vegetables  as  a 
group  may  cost  more  than  a  year  ago. 

•  S&gar  quota  for  1941  has  been  increased  for  the  ftwth  time.  Supplies 
now  available  under  the  quota  are  about  a  million  tons  (15$)  more  than  the 
the  amount  of  sugar  consumed  in  the  United  States  last  year. 

"BLUE  STAMP  POODS" 

Pork  products  have  been  dropped,  and  four  fresh  fruits  and  enriched  flour 
have  been  added  to  the  list  of  foods  available  in  exchange  for  blue  stamps 
under  the  Pood  Stamp  program.    The  list  of  foods  for  the  month  of  August  is: 

PRESE  PEARS,  PLUMS,  PRESH  FRUUES,  ABKEEB,  ORAITGES,  PEACHES; 
ALL  PRESH  VEGETABLES  (including  potatoes),  EGGS; 
RAIST.NS<  DRIED  PROSES,  DSIED  BEAKS; 

ALL  WHEAT  FLOUR  (including  enriched),  ALL  SELF-RISING  FLOUR 
(including  enriched),  WHOLE  WHEAT  (Graham)  PLOUR,  CORN 
MEAL,  HOMINY  GRITS. 
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Food  supply  and  price  outlook  has  changed  very  little  in  the  past  two 
weeks.     Total  supplies  of  most  foods  (available  for  use  here,  and  abroad 
under  lend-lease)  still  are  expected  to  be  larger  than  last  year.  Daring 
the  course  of  the  next  month,  (l)  supplies  of  beef,  lamb,  frui t s  (except 
citrus),  fresh  vegetables,  and  poultry  are  expected  to  increase;   (2)  re- 
ductions are  in  prospect  for  pork,  dairy  products,  and  eggs;  (3)  rela- 
tively small  supplies  of  canned  vegetables  left  from  last  season  will  be 
augmented  by  shipments  from  the  record  size  1941  pack.    Despite  this  sup- 
ply outlook,  retail  food  prices  probably  will  continue  to  be  much  higher 
than  last  year  and  also  above  most  years  since  1930. 

Eresh  vegetables  may  be  a  little  more  plentiful  during  the  last  half 
of  this  month  than  during  the  first  half.    However,  supplies  probably  will 
be  smaller  and  slightly  more  expensive  than  at  this  time  last  year*.  Growers 
have  planted  just  about  as  many  acres  to  vegetables  as  they  did  in  1940. 
Output  has  been  smaller  due  to  unfavorable  growing  conditions* 

Supplies  of  6 abbage ,  onions,  and  potatoes  are  expected  to  increase 
materially  during  the  course  of  the  next  two  months,  as  marketings  from  the 
late  .producing  States  get  underway.    These  States  not  only  furnish  the  bulk 
of  these  staples  marketed  in  the  fall  and  winter  months,  but  also  a  sub- 
stantial part  of  the  total  amounts  used  each  year.    Consequently,  retail 
prices  of  these  three  vegetables  generally  reach  their  low  for  the  year  in 
October  or  November,  when  harvesting  operations  in  the  late  States  are 
heaviest.    Prices  of  cabbage,  onions,  and  potatoes  probably  will  continue 
to  be  higher  than  last  year.    Production  in  each  case  is  expected  to  be 
below  1940  levels.     The  late  onion  and  potato  crops  are  about  average  in 
size,  but  the  cabbage  crop  may  be  above  average. 

Canned  vegetable  supplies  for  the  season  which  has  just  opened 
are  expected  to  be  at  a  new  record  high  and  much  larger  than  last 
year.     The  increase  in  canned  tomato  pack  over  last  year,  however, 
probably  will  be  less  than  suggested  last  spring  in  anticipation  of  various 
increased  demands. 

Peaches  still  should  be  relatively  plentiful  during  the  remainder  of 
August.    Season  won't  be  over  until  early  October.    However,  marketings 
are  not  heavy  after  September 

Considerably  more  cantaloups  and  about  the  same  amount  of  watermelons 
as  last  year  is  the  melon  outlook  for  the  remainder  of  the  season.  Canta- 
loup supplies  currently  are  at  their  peak  for  the  season.    Peak  marketings 
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of  watermelons  came  last  month. 

Apple  supplies  through  the  remainder  of  1941  probably  will  "be  much 
larger  than  in  the  comparable  period  of  1940.     Current  crop  apples  already 
are  moving  to  market,  but  shipments  probably  won't  be  relatively  large 
until  next  month.     Retail  prices  generally  hit  bottom  in  October,  when 
marketings  are  at  their  peak.    Prices  move  up  from  November  through  Hay 
or  June. 

Orange  supplies  are  expected  to  decline  from  now  through  October, 
(highest  retail  price  orange  month  in  the  year),  but  marketings  may  be 
larger  than  last  year.     Supplies  during  this  period  consist  mainly  of 
California  Valencia  oranges. 

•"Beef  supplies  during  the  next  four  weeks  not  only  are  expected  to  be 
larger  than  in  the  past  month,  but  also  much  larger  than  a  year  earlier. 
Outlook  ig  for  considerably  more  beef  than  in  1940,  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year.    Much  of  this  increase  probably  will  be  in  Good  and 
Choice  beef.    Consequently,  the  price  difference  per  pound  between  this 
better  grade  beef  and  Commercial  sad  Utility,  or  low  grft&e  beef,  a&y  too  less 
than  usual.    Average  retail  price  of  beef  during  the  remainder  of  the  year 
probably  will  be  above  the  same  period  in  1940.     The  peak  price  level, 
however,  may  not  differ  much  from  that  last  year. 

Fork  probably  will  be  less  plentiful  than  in  1340  for  about  four  more 
months,  but  the  decrease  in  supplies  from  a  year  ago  will  be  less  pronounced 
toward  the  end  of  the  year  than  it  is  now.     Some  further  price  increase 
seems  likely,  before  prices  start  to  move  down  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year. 

ITut  supplies  probably  will  be  more  plentiful  than  usual  this  season. 
The  almond  crop  is  much  smaller  than  a  year  ago  and  below  average.  How- 
ever, production  of  walnuts,  pecans,  and.  filberts  is  considerably  above 
usual  levels. 

Relatively  large  rice  supplies  are  in  prospect  for  the  season  which 
opened  August  1.     Stocks  remaining  from  last  season  are  relatively  small, 
but  the  1941  crop  is  of  record  large  size.     Total  supplies  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  permit  disappearance  to  continue  at  the  relatively  high  rate 
of  the  1940-41  season. 

Cauliflower  supplies  during  the  next  six  weeks  probably  will  be  much 
larger  than  usual  and  slightly  above  1940.  Marketings  generally  increase 
seasonally  in  late  August  and  September  and  re.cch  their  peak  for  the  year 
in  October. 

Poultry  outlook  for  the  remainder  of  1941  still  is  for  larger  than 
usual  supplies  of  young  chickens  for  broiling,  frying,  and  roasting,  but 
smaller  than  usual  supplies  of  stewing  and  "boiling  chickens.  Ordinarily, 
supplies  increase  monthly  during  this  period,  and  low  point  in  price  for 
the  year  comes  in  December. 
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Fruit  supplies  probably  will  be  larger  than  last  September,  but 
prices  most  likely  will  be  higher.     During  the  course  of  the  month,  sup- 
plies of  pears,  fresh  plums  and  prunes,  and  figs  are  expected  to  increase 
and  to  be  larger  than  in  any  other  month  of  the  year.    Marketings  of 
grape s  and  apples  also  will  increase,  but  peak  supplies  of  these  fruits 
won't  reach  markets  until  next  month.    Peach  and  o range  supplies,  how- 
ever, probably  will  be  smaller  than  during  August. 

Fresh  vegetable  supplies  this  month,  and  probably  also  in  October, 
may  be  slightly  smaller  then  last  year.    Unfavorable  growing  conditions 
continue  to  be  the  major  factor  for  these  reduced  supplies  and  higher 
prices. 

Apple  supplies  this  season  probably  will  be  larger  than  usual.  The 
1941  crop  is  only  an  average  size  crop,  but  in  view  of  the  loss  of  ex- 
port markets ,  supplies  for  domestic  use  will  be  above  average  levels, 
while  supplies  will  be  moderately  larger  than  last  year,  the  average  price 
of  apples  from  now  through  next  May  probably  will  be  above  the  average  for 
last  season,  largely  because  of  increased  purchasing  power  and  Department 
purchases. 

Eggs  won't  be  as  plentiful  in  September  as  they  were  last  month, 
but  the  decrease  in  supplies  most  likely  will  be  less  than  usual.  Total 
supplies  probably  will  be  larger  than  in  September,  1940„  However, 
quantities  available  for  domestic  use  may  be  no  larger  than  last  year, 
in  view  of  the  Department's  egg  purchase  program.     Retail  egg  prices 
are  likely  to  continue  well  above  1940  levels,  during  the  remainder  of 
the  year.     Some  further  price  increase  is  in  prospect  between  now  and 
November,  when  eggs  generally  cost  more  than  in  any  other  month.  Top 
grade  eggs  probably  will  go  up  more  than  average  grade  eggs,  and  this 
will  result  in  wider  price  differential  between  these  two  grades.  This 
differential  generally  is  widest  during  the  late  fall  and  early  winter 
months. 

Poultry  outlook  for  the  remainder  of  1941  still  is  for  unusually 
large  supplies  of  young  chickens  for  frying  and  roasting,  but  below 
usual  supplies  of  stewing  and  boiling  chickens.    Supplies  during  Sep- 
tember probably  will  be  larger  than  last  month.    Further  monthly  in- 
creases in  marketings  are  in  prospect  through  December,  when  low  point 
in  poultry  prices  for  the  season  generally  is  reached. 

A  few  turkeys  from  the  1941  crop  are  now  available  in  markets,  but 
it  probably  will  be  at  least  six  more  weeks  before  large  quantities  are 
available.    Usually,  marketings  are  heaviest  in  November  and  December, 
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due  to  holiday  demand.     Supplies  this  year  may  not  differ  much  from  the 
record  supplies  of  1940.     Under  these  circumstances ,  turkey  may  cost 
slightly  more  than  last  year.    Price  level  at  Thanksgiving  and  Christ- 
man  will  depend  to>  a  large  extent  on  the  vol\ime  ready  for  market  at 
these  holiday  periods. 

Meat  supplies  during  the  remainder  of  1941  probably  will  he  slightly 
larger  than  last  year.     Beef,  particularly  tetter  grade  (good  and  choice), 
will  be  much  more  plentiful  than  last  year,  and  lamb  supplies  also  will 
be  larger.     However,  these  increases  will  be  nearly  offset  by  reduced 
supplies  of  pork.    Beef,  pork,  and  lamb  probably  will  continue  to  be 
more  expensive  than  last  year,  with  increases  most  marked  in  pork. 

Beef  prices  generally  go  up  in  September,  but  the  increase  this 
year  may  be  less  than  usual.    Major  factor  behind  this  prospect  is  the 
unusually  large  quantities  of  better  .grade  beef  available  for  marketing 
this  fall.     These  large  quantities  of  good  and-choice  beef  may  also  re- 
sult in  a  smaller  than  usual  difference  between  the  price  of  good  and 
choice  grade  and  commercial  and  utility  grade  beef  this  fall  and  early 
winter.     This  is  the  time  of  the  year  when  this  price  difference  gen- 
erally is  widest. 

Lamb  supplies  in  September  probably  will  be  larger  than  last  month. 
So  far  this  year  the  seasonal  price  decline,  which  generally  comes  in 
the  spring  and  summer,  has  been  relatively  small.     Prices,  however,  may 
go  down  some  more  between  now  and  October  or  November  when  low  point  in 
retail  prices  for  the  year  ordinarily  comes. 

Pork  prices  are  expected  to  move  down  as  soon  as  heavy  marketings 
of  spring  pigs  begin.  Ordinarily  this  downturn  starts  in  late  Septem- 
ber,   Just  when  it  will  start  this  year  is  uncertain. 

Relatively  large  supplies  of  canned  corn  are  in  prospect  for  this 
season.     The  current  pack  may  reach  25  million  cases,  the  largest  of 
record.     Supplies  of  corn  in  canners'  hands  remaining  from  last  season 
are  relatively  small.    However,  total  supplies  for  this  season  are  about 
one-third  larger  than  last  season's  disappearance  and  considerably  above 
consumption  in  all  earlier  years. 

"BLUE  STAMP  FOODS" 

List  of  foods  available  for  blue  stamps  under  the  Pood  Stamp  Plan 
for  the  current  month  is  the  same  as  that  last  month.     Items  included 
are : 

FRESH  FEARS,  PLUMS,  FRESH  PRUNES,  APPLES,  ORANGES,  PEACHES; 
ALL  THESE  VEGETABLES  (including  potatoes);  EGGS; 
RAISINS,  DRIED  PRUNES,  DRIED  3EANS; 

ALL  WHEAT  FLOUR  (including  enriched),  ALL  SELF-RISING  FLOUR 
(including  enriched) ,  WHOLEWHEAT  (Graham)  FLOUR,  CORN 
MEAL,  HOMINY  GRITS. 
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Food  production  in  1942  will  be  at  a  new  record  high  level  if  farmers 
achieve  the  1942  agricultural  goals  set  by  the  Department.     These  goals  pro- 
vide for  a  marked  increase  over  1941  in  production  of  dairy  and  poultry  pro- 
ducts ,  meats ,  and  domestic  oil  seeds,  and  a  slight  increase  in  fresh  vege- 
tables.    These  increased  supplies  will  be  available  for  domestic  use,  lend- 
lease  exports,  and  for  reserve  stockpiles.    Changes  in  domestic  supplies  re- 
sulting from  these  goals  thus  will  depend  upon  not  only  the  amount  of  the 
production  increase,  but  also  the  size  of  exports  and  stockpiles.  Despite 
this  outlook  for  a  record  food  production,  retail  food  prices  in  1942  are 
expected  to  average  higher  than  this  year. 

Vegetable  supplies  this  fall  probably  will  continue  to  be  smaller  than 
they  were  last  year.    With  consumer  incomes  higher  than  last  year,  the  out- 
look is  for  higher  prices  than  in  1940.     Supplies  of  the  more  hardy  vegetables, 
such  as  cabbage ,  onions ,  celery,  are  expected  to  increase  during  the  next 
few  months,  whereas  marketings  of  tender  vegetables,  such  as  peas  and  snap 
beans ,  most  likely  will  decline.     This  change  in  the  supply  situation  generally 
occurs  at  this  time  of  the  year.     Compared  with  last  fall,  the  outlook  is 
for  more  carrots ,  green  pea,s ,  and  tomatoes ,  but  less  beets ,  cabba&o ,  celery, 
lettuce,  and  onions . 

Relatively  large  supplies  of  cranberries  are  in  prospect  for  the  1941 
season,  which  runs  from  September  through  January.    The  current  crop  is  about 
100,000  barrels  (17$)  larger  than  last  year's  small  crop  and  the  sixth  largest 
crop  of  record.    Marketings  are  expected  to  increase  until  November,  when  they 
generally  reach  their  high  point  for  the  year.     Cranberries  vary  in  size  and 
color  according  to  variety.    Top  quality  cranberries  are  plump,  firm,  and  have 
a  high  luster. 

3russel  sprouts  season  has  opened,  and  marketings  probably  will  increase 
during  the.  next  few  months.    These  miniature  cabbages  generally  are  most  plenti- 
ful from  October  through  December.     Season  ordinarily  doesn't  end  until  March. 
Best  quality  sprouts  are  firm,  compact,  and  of  a  good  green  color. 

Cauliflower  marketings  are  expected  to  increase  substantially  during  the 
next  two  and  a  half  months,  and  this  should  mean  price  declines.  Usually, 
marketings  reach  their  peak  for  the  year  in  October  and  November.  Supplies 
this  year  probably  will  be  larger  than  usual.    Quality  of  cauliflower  is 
judged  primarily,  by  the  condition  of  the  curd  which  should  be    solid,  heavy, 
creamy  white  or  white,  and  with  flower  clusters  closely  united. 
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There  has  "been  no  significant  recent  change  in  the  -potato  supply  outlook 
for  this  winter.     Outlook  still  is  for  more  sweetpotatoes ,  out  less  white 
potatoes ,  than  last  winter.     Harvesting  of  potatoes  will  "be  soon  at  its  peak, 
and  during  this  period  potato  prices  reach  their  low  point  for  the  season.  ' 

Egg  prices  probably  will  go  up  some  more  "between  now  and  November,  when 
eggs  ordinarily  are  most  expensive,  "but  the  amount  of  the  advance  may  "be  less 
than  usual.    Prices,  however,  probably  will  continue  well  a  :ove  a  year  ago  and 
may  be  the  highest  for  this  time  of  the  year  since  1930.     Egg  production  now 
is  slightly  higher  than  a  year  ago,  whereas  several  months  ago  it  was  under 
1940  levels.    Production  probably  will  continue  to  exceed  last  year's  level 
throughout  the  winter  months,  unless  the  winter  is  an  unusually  cold  one.  The 
increase,  relative  to  last  year,  is  expected  to  grow  steadily  larger  through- 
out the  winter.     Aether  or  not  the  increase  in  production  will  mean  more  eggs 
for  domestic  consumption  will  depend  upon  the  size  of  lend-lease  exports  during 
this  period. 

Batter  consumption  throughout  most  of  the  year  has  been  about  the  same  as 
in  1940,  er:en  though  production  has  been  considerably  higher.     As  a  result, 
storage  stocks  have  gone  up  more  than  usual  and  are  relatively  high  for  this 
time  of  the  year.     Butter  that  is  stored  generally  moves  into  consumption 
channels  between  September  and  March.     The  current  storage  supply  situation  thus 
may  result  in  a  less-than-usual  price  advance  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
Prices,  however,  probably  will  continue  above  the  levels  of  most  recent  years. 

American  cheese  production  during  the  remainder  of  1941  probably  will  be 
substantially  larger  than  last  year,  but  prices  are  expected  to  continue  at 
relatively  high  levels.    Wholesale  prices  have  gone  up  nearly  70$  since  March 
of  this  year„    Major  factors  behind  this  increase  have  been  (l)  purchases  by 
the  Department  for  lend-lease  exports,  (2)  speculative  holding  of  cheese,  and 
(3)  increased  consumer  buying  power.    Purchases  by  the  Department  have  only 
been  about  equal  to  the  increase  in  production  over  1940.     Current  stocks  of 
American  cheese  are  the  largest  of  record.    These  factors  would  indicate  that 
Department  purchases  have  been  responsible  for  only  part  of  the  price  advance. 

Fruit  supply  outlook  hasn't  changed  much  in  the  past  two  weeks.    Total  sup- 
plies probably  wrill  be  larger,  with  increases  most  pronounced  in  apples  and 
peaches.    Supplies  of  oranges  and  peaches  probably  will  decline  during  the 
course  of  the  next  month,  but  increased  marketings  of  apples  and  grapes  are 
expected. 

Lamb  supplies  not  only  are  expected  to  increase  for  another  month  or  so, 
but  also  to  be  moderately  larger  than  a  year  ago.    This  will  probably  result^ 
in  some  further  seasonal  decline  in  retail  prices.    However,  lamb  probably  will 
continue  to  be  more  expensive  than  last  fall.  ^ 

.  Bet ail  pork  prices  are  expected  to  turn  down  again  very  shortly,  after^ 
having  gone  up  steadily  since  the  early  part  of  this  year.    This  downswing  in 
prices  probably  will  begin  when  spring  pigs  begin  to  move  to  market  in  large 
enough  volume  which  should  be  sometime  within  the  course  of  the  next  four  weeks. 
Generally,  retail  prices  reach  their  peak  in  September  and  then  decline  from 
October  through  the  early  part  of  the  following  year.    Even  though  prices  are 
expected  to  go  down,  pork  probably  will  continue  to  be  more  expensive  than  last 
year. 
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October  generally  marks  a  turning  point  in  prices  of  meats  and  fresh 
vegetables .    Prices  of  pork  and  beef  generally  start  to  decline,  a  trend 
which  ordinarily  continues  until  the  early  part  of  the  year.    Prices  of 
tender  vegetables,  on  the  other  hand,  begin  moving  up.     In  other  major 
foods  price  trends  in  October  usually  are:    upward — eggs ,  butter,  oranges; 
downward — poultry ,  lamb ,  staple  vegetables,  apples . 

Larger  supplies  of  staple  vegetables,  but  smaller  quantities  of 
tender  vegetables  than  in  September  is  the  supply  outlook  for  this  month. 
Consequently,  prices  of  the  former  probably  will  go  down,  whereas  those 
of  tender  vegetables  will  advance.    Vegetables  most  likely  will  be  re- 
tailing at  levels  slightly  above  those  last  October.     Some  items  will 
be  more  plentiful  than  in  1940,  but  combined  supplies  are  expected  to 
be  a  little  under  1940  levels. 

Cabbage  won't  be  as  plentiful  as  it  was  last  October,  but  supplies 
probably  will  increase  in  the  next  several  weeks.    October  and  November 
generally  are  the  months  when  cabbage  is  cheapest.     Current  supplies,  as 
well  as  those  during  the  winter,  come  largely  from  the  late  producing 
States,  where  harvesting  now  is  under  way.    Prime  heads  of  cabbage  are 
firm  and  heavy  for  their  size. 

Onion  supplies  also  are  expected  to  increase  during  the  course  of 
the  next  several  weeks  and  to  be  much  smaller  than  last  year.     This  year's 
crop  in  the  late  producing  States,  source  of  supplies  until  early  next 
spring,  is  about  average  in  size.     In  the  western  States,  where  the  crop 
consists  mainly  of  sweet  Spanish  onions,  production  Is  larger  than  last 
year  and  close  to  record  size.     The  central  States,  which  produce  mainly 
yellow  onions,  have  an  unusually  small  crop.    While  sweet  Spanish  onions 
probably  will  continue  to  sell  at  higher  prices  than  yellows,  the  dif- 
ference this  winter  most  likely  will  be  smaller  than  usual.     Good  quality 
onions  are  hard,  well-shaped,  and  have  a  dry  skin.    Onions  which  show 
evidence  of  decay,  or  which  have  seed  stems,  usually  are  not  desirable 
because  of  waste  in  preparation. 

Apple  production  usually  moves  up  and  down  in  cycles,  and  this  is 
one  of  the  up-production  years.     The  1941  crop  not  only  is  12  per  cent 
larger  than  last  year,  but  also  a  little  above  average  (1930-1939). 
Marketings  are  expected  to  increase  during  October,  which  generally  is 
the  time  of  the  year  when  apples  are  cheapest.    Since  there  are  many 
varieties  and  several  grades  and  sizes  of  apples  marketed,  consumers  will 
find  grade,  variety,  and  size  designation  marked  on  containers  a  helpful 
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guide  in  "buying.    Medium  size  apples — 2  l/2  to  2  3/4  inches  in  diameter, 
or  113  to  138  to  the  box — are  most  desirable  for  general  use.    Best  apples 
for  general  cooking  are  tart  or  slightly  acid,  while  varieties  like  Rome 
Beauty  and  Rhode  Island  Greenings  are  excellent  for  baking.  Western 
apples  are  graded  as  Extra  Fancy,  Fancy,  G  grade,  or  a  combination  of 
these  grades.    Eastern  apples  are  marketed  as  U.  S.  #1,  U.  S.  Combination, 
or  U.  S.  Utility  grade. 

First  grapefruit  of  the  season  from  Florida,  largest  single  grape- 
fruit producing  State,  have  moved  to  market  and  seasonal  increases  in 
shipment  are  expected  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  Shipments 
probably  won't  be  heavy  until  the  latter  part  of  the  month  when  there 
will  be  larger  quantities  from  Florida  and  also  Texas  fruit.    The  of- 
ficial estimate  on  1941  production  is  not  available  as  yet.  However,, 
trade  reports  indicate  that  output  won't  be  quite  as  big  as  last  year's/- 
and  prices  will  be  higher. 

New  crop  oranges  from  Florida  and  Texas  probably  won't  be  avail- 
able for  several  weeks.     Daring  October,  California  Valencias  are  the 
principal  source  of  supply.    Prices  usually  reach  their  high  for  the 
season  in  October,  and  then  tumble  down. 

Turkey  growers  plan  to  market  a  larger  proportion  of  their  crop 
prior  to  Thanksgiving  than  they  did  in  1940.     This  year's  crop  is 
about  the  same  as  last  year.     Hence,  fresh  killed  supplies  in  October 
probably  will  be  slightly  larger  than  last  year.    Marketings  are  expected 
to  increase  steadily  ^ntil  Thanksgiving.    Prices  probably  will  decline 
some  more,  but  they  may  be  above  last  year.     So  far  this  year,  torn  tur- 
keys have  been  selling  at  or  above  prices  for  hens,  a  decided  change  from 
1940  when  the  heavier  weight  toms  were  priced  much  below  hens.  This 
changed  price  relationship  probably  will  continue  throughout  the  remainder 
of  1941. 

Pork  prices  appear  to  have  reached  their  peak  for  the  year  and  are 
expected  to  decline  during  the  course  of  the  next  three  or  four  months 
as  marketings  of  pigs  increase  seasonally.     Seasonal  price  decline  this 
year  may  be  smaller  than  in  1940.     Extent  of  the  decline  will  be  influenced 
to  a  large  degree  by  the  amount  of  pork  purchased  by  the  Department  for 
shipment  under  the  provisions  of  the  Lend-lease  Act. 

"BLUE  STAMP  FOODS" 

Three  fresh  fruits  (peaches,  plums,  and  prunes)  have  been  dropped 
from  the  list  of  foods  available  for  blue  stamps  under  the  Food  Stamp 
Plan.     Items  included  for  the  month  of  October  are: 

FRESH  PEARS,  APPLES,  ORANGES; 

ALL  FRESH  VEGETABLES  (including  potatoes);  EGGS; 
RAISINS,  DRIED  PRUNES ,  DRIED  3EANS; 

ALL  WHEAT  FLOUR  (including  enriched),  ALL  SELF-RISING  FLOUR 
t including  enriched),  WHOLE  WHEAT  (Graham)  FLOUR,  CORN 
MEAL,  HOMINY  GRITS. 
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Vegetable  supplies  are  turning  out  to  be  smaller  than  appeared 
likely  earlier  this  month,  due  to  unfavorable  growing  conditions.  Current 
crop  conditions  indicate  that  total  supplies  of  both  tender  and  staple 
vegetables  during  the  remainder  of  October  and  in  November  will  be  smaller 
than  last  year.     Staple  vegetables  probably  won't  be  as  plentiful  as  last 
season  throughout  the  winter,  but  tender  vegetables  will  be  more  plentiful 
after  the  turn  of  the  year  if  weather  is  favorable  in  the  South.  Some 
further  increase  in  marketings  of  staples  ( cabbage ,  onions ,  potatoes,  and 
sweetpotatoes)  is  expected  during  the  next  three  or  four  weeks,  but  market- 
ings of  the  more  tender  vegetables  probably  will  continue  to  decline. 
Compared  with  last  October  and  November,  supply  prospects  are  as  follows: 
Increases — cucumbers ,  carrots,  celery,  peppers,  sweetpotatoes;  decreases — 
cabbage ,  cauliflower,  lettuce,  onions,  lima  beans,  snap'  beans,  potatoes. 

Grapefruit  supplies  for  the  season  which  has  just  opened  won't  be 
quite  as  big  as  last  year,  but  they  will  be  much  larger  than  usual.  The 
1941  crop  is  the  third  largest  of  record.    Half  the  current  crop  is  in 
Florida,  and  about  one-third  in  Texas.     Monthly  seasonal  fluctuations  in 
grapefruit  prices  and  supplies  have  become  less  pronounced  as  production 
has  expanded.    December  through  February,  or  March,  generally  is  the  period 
when  marketings  are  heaviest  and  prices  lowest.     All  States  shipping  grape- 
fruit have  laws  prohibiting  shipment  of  immature  fruit.     In  addition  to 
these  laws,  grade  and  size  of  grapefruit  marketed  from  Florida,  Arizona, 
and  part  of  Calif ornia  ar«  being  regulated  under  marketing  agreements.  Good 
quality  grapefruit  is  firm,  but  springy  to  the  touch,  and  heavy  for  its 
size.     Most  of  the  skin  defects  found  on  grapefruit — scars,  thorn  scratches, 
discoloration — do  not  affect  eating  quality. 

Marketings  of  oranges,  which  have  been  declining  in  recent  weeks, 
are  expected  to  increase  seasonally  as  soon  as  new  crop  oranges  begin 
to  move  to  market  in  volume.     The  current  season  has  been  a  little  late 
in  getting  under  way.     Supplies  this  winter  and  spring  probably  won't 
be  as  large  as  last  year.    However,   they  still  will  be  above  usual  levels. 
Production  of  Florida  and  Texas  oranges  is  expected  to  be  slightly  larger 
than  last  year,  but  this  increase  will  be  more  than  offset  by  smaller 
supplies  of  California  Navels.     Because  of  expansion  in  summer  orange 
production  in  recent  years,  month-to-month  fluctuations  in  prices  and 
supplies  have  become  less  pronounced.     Orange  marketings  ordinarily  reach 
their  seasonal  high  in  December  when  Florida  shipments  are  at  their  peak. 
Supplies  from  January  to  March,  however,  are  only  slightly  below  their 
December  level.    As  in  the  case  of  grapefruit,  weight  is  one  of  the  best 
tests  for  quality  of  oranges. 
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Storm  damage  has  reduced  apple  supplies  for  the  season.  Supplies 
still  are  expected  to  he  larger  than  last  year,  hut  they  won't  differ 
much  from  usual  levels.    The  storm  which  "blew  many  apples  off  trees  has 
heen  responsible  for  the  large  quantities  of  lower  grade  fruit  marketed 
recently. 

Difference  "between  retail  prices  of  top  and  average  grade  eggs  has 
widened  considerahly  in  the  past  two  months.    This  price  differential 
currently  is  about  the  usual  amount  for  this  time  of  the  year,  hut  it  may 
he  wider  than  usual  during  the  remainder  of  1941.    Ordinarily,  the 
price  difference  "between  top  and  average  grade  eggs  is  smallest  in  the 
spring  and  widest  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.    3gg  supply  outlook 
has  not  changed  since  early  October.    Total  supplies  in  October,  as  well 
as  in  Novemher,  prohably  will  exceed  those  of  last  year,  but  quantities 
available  for  use  in  the  United  States  may  he  under  1941  levels  in  view 
of  Lend-Lease  exports.    Prices  thus  will  continue  to  he  relatively  high 
for  this  time  of  the  year.    Supplies  are  expected  to  decline  seasonally 
for  ahout  another  month,  and  this  may  result  in  further  price  advances 
"before  the  peak  in  egg  prices  is  reached  in  November. 

Wholesale  prices  of  lower  grade  (88  to  90-score)  putter  are  not  as 
far  ahove  last  year's  prices  as  are  the  prices  of  better  grade  (92  and  93- 
score)  butter.     Consequently,  the  difference  "between  prices  of  these  grades 
has  widened  considerably  and  now  is  ahout  twice  as  wide  as  in  recent  years. 
This  price  difference  is  expected  to  continue  to  he  wider  than  usual  during 
the  remainder  of  1941.    Butter  production  has  heen  declining  in  recent  weeks 
and  further  decreases  are  in  prospect  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
Supplies,  however,  prohahly  will  continue  to  he  much  larger  than  in  1940. 
This  supply  prospect,  coupled  with  marked  price  increases  early  in  the 
season,  indicates  that  hutter  nrices  may  go  up  less  than  usual  from  now 
through  December,  when  prices  ordinarily  are  at  their  yearly  high  point. 

Beef  prohably  will  he  much  more  plentiful  than  last  year  during  the 
remainder  of  the  year.     Some  seasonal  decline  in  retail  prices  most 
likely  will  occur  during  this  period,  but  prices  may  he  ahout  the  same 
as  last  year's  relatively  high  levels,    *'ost  of  the  increase  in  heef  sup- 
plies over  last  year  is  expected  to  he  in  hetter  grade  heef.    Hence,  the 
difference  hetween  the  price  of  better  grade  (good  and  choice)  and  average 
grade  (commercial  and  utility)  heef  will  be  much  smaller  than  in  the 
last  quarter  of  1940. 

Poultry  situation  for  October  is  about  the  same  as  that  of  last  month. 
Young  chickens  for  "broiling,  frying,  and  roasting  are  expected  to  he  more 
plentiful,  whereas  chickens  suitahle  for  "baking,  "boiling,  and  stewing  will 
he  less  plentiful  than  last  year.    Marketings  of  young  chickens  have  in- 
creased in  recent  weeks,  and  further  increases  are  in  prospect  during 
each  of  the  remaining  months  of  1941.    Poultry  prices  ordinarily  decline 
monthly  during  the  last  half  of  the  year  and  reach  their  low  point  in 
^  December. 

Pecan  supplies  this  season  will  he  larger  than  usual,  even  though 
they  won't  he  quite  as  plentiful  as  last  year.     The  1941  crop  is  the  fourth 
largest  of  record. 
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This  is  the  time  of  the  year  when  brass els  sprouts,  cranberri es , 
and  turkeys  ordinarily  are  most  plentiful.    Supplies  of  staple  vegetable 
(onions ,  cabbage ,  sweetpo tatoss ,  and  potatoes)  and  root  vegetables  (beet 
carrots ,  parsnips ,  turnips ,  and  rutabagas)  also  are  relatively  large  com 
oared  with  mo'st  other  mor.tiis .    Apple  supplies  are  only  slightly  under 
their  October  peak  level,  and  marketings  of  young  chi ckens  aren't  quite 
as  large  as  their  December  high  point.     In  other  major  foods  the  trend 
in  supplies  at  this  time  of  the  year  is  -  upward:     grapefruit ,  oranges, 
pork;  downward:     eggs,  butter,  beef,  lamb,  grapes,  pears ,  and  tender 
vegetables . 

Relatively  large  supplies  of  cranberries  are  in  prospect  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year.    This  year1  s  crop  is  not  only  25  per  cent  larger 
than  last  year,  but  the  third  largest  of  record.     The  increase  in  sup- 
plies over  last  year  is  mainly  in  Massachusetts  which  furnishes  about 
two-thirds  of  annual  supplies.    Top  Duality  cranberries  are  firm  and 
have  a  fresh  plump  •appearance  and  a  high  luster.    Color  should  not  be 
used  exclusively  to  judge  quality,  because  color  is  primarily  an  indi- 
cation of  variety,  rather  than  degree  of  maturity. 

Turkey  supplies  during  November  also  are  expected  to  be  rela- 
tively large.     Supplies  may  not  differ  much  from  last  year,-  but  they 
most  likely  will  be  larger  than  in  every  other  November .    Retail  prices 
in  November  probably  will  be  lower  than  last  month,  but  they  are 
expected  to  be  higher  than  a  year  ago. 

Size  of  prospective  brussels  sprouts  supplies  for  1941  is  not 
known  because  there  is  no  official  estimate  in  production  of  these 
miniature  cabbages.    There  have  been  reports,  however,  that  supplies 
in  recent  weeks  haven' t  been  as  large  as  usual  due  to  unfavorable 
growing  conditions.     In  buying  sprouts  consumers  should  remember  that 
(a)  good  quality  sprouts  are  firm,  have  a  good  green  color  and  a  fresh 
or  bright  appearance;  (b)  puffy  sprouts  are  edible,  but  have  a  poor 
flavor;  (c)  considerable  waste  is  involved  in  preparing  sprouts  with 
wilted,  yellowed,  or  riddled  leaves. 

Tender  vegetables  are  expected  to  be  less  plentiful  than  last 
November,  as  well  as  last  month.    Weather  conditions  have  been  un- 
favorable in  Florida,  major  source  of  many  tender -vegetables  at  this 
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time  of  the  year.    Prices  thus  may  go  up  more  than  usual  this  month  and 
be  higher  than  last  year. 

Supplies  of  some  staple  vegetables  have  been  curtailed  by  lack  of 
rain  in  recent  weeks.  Exact  extent  of  damage  isn't  known  yet.  However, 
it  appears- that  even  though  sweetpotato  supplies  may  be  larger  than  last 
year,  onions,  cabbage ,  and  potatoes  won't  be  as  plentiful..  Seasonal  low 
in  potato  prices  appears  to  have  been  reached,  and  prices  are  expected  to 
move  up  some  more  between  now  and  next  spring.  Other  staples  probably 
will  start  to  advance  seasonally  very  shortly. 

Meat  supplies  during  the  remainder  of  1941  probably  won't  differ 
much  from  a  year  earlier.    Beef  and  lamb  are  expected  to  be  nore  plentiful, 
but  pork  supplies  most  likely  will  be  smaller  than  in  November  and  December 
1940.    Pork  supplies  are  now  increasing  seasonally  and  prices  have  dropped 
from  their  September  peak.    Further  increases  in  supplies  and  reductions 
in  prices  are  in  prospect  for  the  next  few  months,  but  the  decline  may  not 
be  as  marked  as  usual.    Peef  prices  have  gone  down  during  the  course  of  the 
past  month  and  some  further  decline  also  may  occur  during  the  next  few 
months.    Fork  and  beef  prices,  however,  probably  will  continue  to  be 
higher  than  in  most  recent  years. 

Egg  production  is  expected  to  reach  its  low  for  the  year  during  • 
November.    This  is  the  time  of  the  year  when  egg  prices  generally  are 
highest,  and.  when  the  price  difference  between  low  and  top  grade  eggs  is 
extremely  wide.    Production  in  November  probably  will  be  higher  than  last 
year  and  relatively  large  for  the  month.    Whether  or  not  this  will  mean 
larger  supplies  for  domestic  use  than  last  November  will  depend  upon 
quantities  purchased  for  lend-lease  purposes. 

Put ter  production  has  dropped  slightly  below  1940  levels,  but  sup- 
plies during  the  remainder  of  the  year  still  are  exnected  to  be  larger 
than  in  1940.     Considerably  larger  storage  holdings  than  last  year  will 
tend  to  more  than  offset  any  prospective  reduction  in  production.  Some 
further  increase  in  prices  may  occur  between  now  and  December,  when  prices 
generally  are  highest.    However,  this  advance  may  be  less  than  usual, 
in  view  of  relatively  large  supplies,  and  current  relatively  high 
prices . 

"PLUS  SIEAKP  POOPS" 

3utter  and  fresh  pork  have  been  added  to  the  list  of  foods  avail- 
able for  purchase  with .blise  stamps  under  the  Food  Stamp  Plan.  Foods  for 
November  are: 

APPLES ,  ORANGES,  PEARS; 

ALL  FRESH  VEGETABLES  (Including  potatoes) ; 
DRIED  BEANS,  DRIED  PRUNES,  RAISINS ; 
BUTTER,  FRESH  PORN,  EC- G-S  : 

ALL  WHEAT  FLOUR  (including  enriched),  ALL  SEfiF-BISISG  FHHJB 
(including  enriched),  'THOLE  UHEAT  (Graham)  FLOUR,  CORN 
MEAL,  HOMINY  GP.ITS. 
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Thanksgiving  dinners  probably  will  cost  more  to  prepare  this 
year  than  last  year  and  they  also  are  expected  to  be .more  expensive 
than  in  most  recent  years.  Practically  everything  on  the  menu  will 
be  more  expensive  largely  because  consumers  generally  have  more  mo- 
ney to  spend.  Compared  with  last  year,  changes  in  supplies  of  hol- 
iday foods  are  as  follows: 

Larger  —  roasting  chickens .cranberries ,  beef  ,  apples ,  oranges, 
walnuts,  filberts,  sweet  potatoes,  tomatoes.,  cucumbers,  eggplant,  butter, 

About  the  same  —  lamb,,  celery ,  cabbage ,  carrots ,  lettuce ,  green 
peppers ,  beets ,  .eggs* 

Smaller  —  turkeys ,  boiling  and  stewing  chickens,  pork,  grape- 
fruit, almonds,  pecans,,  potatoes,  onions ,  snap  beans ,  spinach,  kale . 

Turkey  supplies  are  expected  to  be  a  little  smaller  than  they 
were  during  the  last  half  of  November  in  1940.    Supplies  last  year 
were  the  largest  of  record,  so. that  current  supplies  will "be  close  to 
record  size.    This  year's  turkey  crop  is  a  little  larger  than  last 
year,  but  since  storage  holdings  are  smaller,  and  farmers  are  holding 
back  larger  numbers  of  turkeys  for  breeding,  marketings  may  not  be  as 
big  -as  last  year.    Retail-prices  in  New  York  in  recent  weeks  have  been 
4  to  5  cents  a  pound  higher  than  last'  year"  and  the  highest  for  this 
time  of 'the  .'year  since  1937.    Tom  turkeys  as  usual  are  priced  lower 
than  hen  turkeys,  but  the  price  difference  is  much  smaller  than  it  was 
last  year.  ""  :  ■ 

Cranberry  supplies  are  turning  out  to  be  a  little  larger  than 
expected  earlier  this  year  and  they  may  be  about  one-third^ larger  than 
in  1940.    The- current  crop  is  the  third  largest  of  record,  and  con- 
sequently supplies. will  be  relatively  large.    Retail  prices  in  New 
York  in  recent  weeks  have  been  about  the  same  as  thrse  a.  y*ear  ago. 

Chestnuts  again  will  be  in  relatively  small  supply  during  the 
holiday  period. .  Most  of /our  supplies  ordinarily  are  imported  and  the 
war  has  shut, off  these. imports.    Limited  supplies  of  chestnuts  from 
California,  however,  will  be  available  in  markets  as  was  the. case 
last  year,  but- prices  probably. will  again  be  higher  than  they  usually 
are  when  imported  supplies  are"  available.  • 

(over) 


Supplies  6f  r  6  as  t  ing  chi  eke  n  s  are  expected  to  increase  further 
during  the  next  4  to  6  weeks  and  to  "be  much  mere  plentiful  than  at 
this  time  a  year  ago*    The  relatively  large  supply  of  these  young 
chickens  is  . due  to  the  large,  hatch  this  spring.    Despite  relatively 
large  marketings  of  young  chickens  in  recent  weeks,  prices  have  "been 
slightly  higher  than,  a  year  ago  i 

,  Vegetable    supplies  are  expected  to  decline  seasonally  during  the 
next  2  weeks  and  to  he  smaller  than  they  were  last  year.    As  a  result, 
prices  probably  will  advance  further  and  he  higher  than  they  were  a 
year  ago.  .Unfavorable  weather  conditions  appear  to  have  particularly 
damaged  snap  bean  supplies  and  quantities  available  currently  are 
substantially  smaller. than  last  year.    Supplies  of  spinach  and  kale 
also  are  expected  to  be  substantially  smaller.    However,  there  will 
be  substantially  larger  quantities  of  tomatoes,  cucumbers ,  and  egg- 
plant   than  a  year  ago. 

Orange  supplies  this  winter  are  expected  to  be  slightly  larger 
than  a  year  ago  and  relatively  large  compared "with  recent  years. 
The  1941-42  season  is  just  getting  under- way  and -marketings  are  ex- 
pected to  increase  materially  during  the  course  of  the  next  few 
months.    The  season  has  been  a  little  late  in  starting  and  this  is 
one  of  the  factors  why  prices  have  not  declined  as  much  as  they  usu- 
ally do  in  early.  November. 

'•Relatively  small  supplies  of  tangerines  are  in  prospect  for 
this  year.    The  1941  crop  is  about  one-third  smaller  than  last  year 
and  the  smallest  in  the  past  10  years..    Some  grades  and  sizes  will 
be  withheld  under  government  regulation  of  marketings.  Tangerine 
season  has  just  started  and  supplies  ordinarily  are  available  through 
March.    December  generally  is  the  month  when  marketings  are  heaviest. 
Prices  probably  will  go  down  as  supplies  increase  during  the  next 
few  weeks  but  they  probably  will  be  much  higher  than  last  year. 

Relatively  large  supplies  of  nuts  are  expected  this  year  even 
though  chestnuts  are  relatively  scarce  and  almond  supplies  will  be 
small.    A  record  crop  of  filberts ,   (50  percent  bigger  than  a  year  ago) 
is  expected.    The  walnut  crop  is  one-third  larger  than  a  year  ago  and 
close  tc  record  size.    Pecans  are  not  quite  as  plentiful  as  last  year 
but  the  crop  is  considerably  above  average.    This  year1 s  almond  crop, 
however,  is  40  percent  less  than  a  year  ago  and,  except  for  1929,  the 
smallest  in  20  years.    Wholesale  prices  of  all  nuts  are  higher  than  a 
year  ago  but  the  increase  in  almonds  is  much  larger  than  in  other  nuts. 

Potato  prices  have  moved  up  in  recent  weeks  and  further  price 
increases  are  in  prospect"  until  next  April  or  May.    The  increase  was 
a  little  larger  than  usual  and  reflects  the  fact  that  current  supplies 
are 'smaller  (5  percent)  than  a  year  ago,  whereas  late  summer  and  early 
fall  supplies  were  larger  than  in  1940.    Potato  supplies  from  now 
through  April  or  May  are  expected  to  continue  under  1940-41  levels. 
Consequently  prices  probably  will  continue  to  be  higher  than  last 
year. 
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Food  price  and  supply  outlook  for  December  relative  to' 
the  same  as  it  was  last  month.     Supplies,  with  the  major  exceptions  of  pork, 
grapefruit  and  some  vegetables,  are  expected  to  "be  larger  than  last  year. 
Prices  probably  will  continue  to  be  above  1940  levels,  and  in  many  cases  high- 
er than  in  most  recent  years.    Major  factors  responsible  for  this  higher  price 
level  are  increased    consumer  incomes,  Lend-lease  .purchases,  and  speculative 
buying  for  "stocking  up"  purposes. 

Vegetables  probably  won't  be  as  plentiful  as  they  were  last  month,  nor 
supplies  as  large  as  a  year  ago.    Consequently  prices  are  expected  to  go  up 
some  more  and  to  be  higher  than  in  December,  1940.    Upturn  in  prices  of  staple 
vegetables  probably  will  continue  through  the  early  spring  months.  However, 
prices  of  the  more  tender  vegetables  should  start  to  turn  down  in  another 
month  or  so. 

Harked  increases  in  supplies  of  oranges  and  grapefruit  are  in  prospect 
for  December  and  this  should  mean  further  price  declines.     Citrus  fruits 
probably  will  continue  to  be  more  expensive  than  last  season.     Daring  December, 
marketings  of  Florida  oranges  generally  hit  their  peak  for  the  season.  Eowever, 
supplies  of  oranges,  as  well  as  grapefruit,  are  relatively  large  in  practically 
every  month  during  the  winter.    Quality  of  citrus  marketed  has  improved  mater- 
ially during  recent  weeks,  and  should  improve  further  in  December. 

Tangerines  ordinarily  are  most  plentiful  in  December,  ■but  supplies  this 
year  will  be  smaller  than  usual.    The  current  crop  is  one-third  less  than 
last  year  and  the  smallest  in  10  years. 

Turkey  supplies  in  December  may  be  larger  than  last  month  and  there  is 
some  prospect  that  they  may  be  cheaper  at  Christmas  than  they  were  at  Thanks- 
giving.    Supplies  to  date  have  been  smaller  than  seemed  likely  with  a  crop 
as  large  as  this  year' s.     This  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  producers  have  a 
larger  than  usual  number  of  late  hatched  turkeys.     If  this  is  the  case, 
supolies  at  Christmas  and  Hew  Year's  may  be  heavy,  in  contrast  with  the  tight 
supply  situation  last  month. 

Better  grade  (Good  and  Choice  grade)  beef  supply  situation  is  expected 
to  change  materially  after  the  turn  of  the  year.    Supplies  in  recent  months 
have  been  considerably  larger  than  a  year  ago,  and  better  grade  beef  has  been 
retailing  at  a  smaller  than  usual  premium  over  lower  grade  beef.     After  the 
turn  of  the  year,  however,  better  grade  supplies  will  be  smaller  than  a  year 
ago,  and  the  price  premium  on  better  grade  beef  most  likely  will  be  much 
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larger  than  usual.    Retail  beef  prices  often  decline  during  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  but  with  this  supply  prospect,  prices  may  start  moving  up  a  little 
earlier  than  usual.    luring  December,  supplies  of  all  grades  of  beef  probably 
will  be  larger  than  last  year,  but  smaller  than  in  November.    Some  further 
retail  price  decline  seems  likely  before  prices  start  to  move  up  again. 

Pork  supplies  in  December  probably  will  be  bigger  than  last  month,  but 
they  won't  be  as  large  as  a  year  ago.    After  the  turn  of  the  year,  however, 
pork  probably  will  be  more  plentiful  than  it  was  last  year.    Pork  is  expected 
to  continue  to  retail  at  levels  much  higher  than  the  relatively  low  prices  of 
last  winter.    Nevertheless,  some  further  price  decline  is  in  prospect  during 
the  next  month  or  so.    This  is  the  time  of  the  year  when  pork  prices  generally 
go  down,  but  the  decline  this  year  may  be  less  than  usual. 

Batter  prices  probably  will  go  up  some  more  during  December  —  the  month 
in  which  they  usually  hit  their  high  for  the  season.    However,  the  price  in- 
crease over  a  year  ago  may  not  be  as  large  as  it  has  been.    Butter  production 
is  expected,  to  be  slightly  smaller  than  both  last  month  and  last  December. 
But  total  supplies  will  be  bigger  than  last  year  due  to  unusually  heavy  storage 
stocks.     These  heavy  storage  stocks  will  tend  to  retard  the  rate  of  price  in- 
crease in  December. 

5kg  prices  appear  to  have  passed  their  peak  for  the  season  and  a  down- 
ward price  trend  is  in  prospect  until  next  March  or  April.    However,  eggs 
probably  will  continue  to  be  more  expensive  than  a  year  ago,  and  there  is  a 
possibility  that  they  may  go  down  less  than  they  usually  do  during  the  course 
of  the  next  three  or  four  months.    Production  of  eggs  this  winter  is  erpected 
to  continue  at  record  high  levels.     Some  of  these  eggs  will  be  exported  for 
Lead-Lease  purposes.     Size  of  these  exports  will  be  an  important  factor  in 
determining  whether  or  not  quantities  available  for  domestic  use  are  more 
plentiful  than  a  year  ago, 

"BLUE  STAI/1P  POODS" 

Grapefruit  has  been  added  to  the  list  of  foods  available  for  purchase 
with  blue  stamps  under  the  Food  Stamp  Plan.     Poods  for  December  are: 

APPLES,  ORANGES,  PEARS,  GRAPEFRUIT; 
ALL  FRESH  VEGETABLES  (Including  potatoes); 
DRIED  BEANS,  DRIED  PB0HES,  RAISINS; 
BUTTER,  PORK,  EGGS; 

ALL  ttHEAT  FLOUR  (including  enriched),  ALL  SELF-RISIITG 
FLOUR  (including  erriched) ,  WHOLE  WHS/T  (Graham) 
FLOUR,  CORN  MEAL,  HQ;!  I  NT  GRITS. 


